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=A PRAYER — Down through the year whose dawn still tints the sky 
With golden promises of things to be, 

Oh let me, Lord, but keep the channel free 

That flows twixt Thee and me — this my soul’s cry! 
So often through perplexing days just past 

Earth’s dulling cares pressed close — until the way 
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y *T'were only just, if Thou, O Lord, shouldst say: “Come 
S not before Me with thy prayer, ’til thou canst show that 
@) Thou hast lived thy creed. Thou didst confess thy sins 
© and seek forgiveness. Thou wast forgiven: hast thou 
?2\ forgiven? Thou didst ask for mercy: art thou merciful? 
% ids 30° se! i 0D) i 
ey Didst thou bestow the peace thyself didst crave? So dark I missed Thy hand at last! 
; “Go, and come not ’til thou comest saying: ‘I have done But now, with high resolve within my heart, 

Key according to Thy Word.’ And if thou fail, still be My I view the sad mistakes of yesteryear— 

a), son, but go and dare, and be not holy only in thy dream.” The waverings of faith, weaknesses, fear, 

#) ’*Twere only just should’st Thou so speak to us; but The tears of disappointment that would start— 
ey 


Thou art more than just, and in that “More” we come — And pledge my best to keep that channel free 
we come! Amen. Where flows Thy love and help for me! es 


9 


—Addison H. Groff. —Grace Harner Poffenberger,. é) 
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¢ COMMITTEL on CONSTITUTION 
3 ter the 
ey EVANGELICAL un4 REFORMED CHURCH 
e 
AD 
a) 
ee, ote A tae peer stort AND CHARTER OF THE EVANGELICAL AND REFORMED 
*) CH. (AIL members present at meeting in Cleveland, O., Feb. 27, 1935.) 
3 Left to Right, an hie: Dr. E. F. Hoffmeier, Hanover, Pa.; Rev. A. E. Klick, Louisville, Ky.; Rev. G. W. : 
ky Grauer, Cincinnati, O.; Dr. Paul Grosshuesch, Plymouth, Wis.; Rev. H. W. Dinkmeyer, Chicago, IIl. oS 


OS 


#) Second Row: Rev. F. C. Klick (Visitor), St. Louis, Mo., President of Evangelical Synod; Dr. William E. 

i Lampe, Secretary, Philadelphia, Pa.; Dr. Charles E. Schaeffer, Chairman, Philadelphia, Pa.; Dr. George 

ey W. Richards, Lancaster, Pa., President of. General Synod; Rev. Louis W. Goebel (Visitor), Chicago, III., 

. ar O29 homo of General Synod; Dr. Theodore F. Herman, Lancaster, Pa.; Dr. Fredk. Frankenfeld, 
urst. 

Ho) Rear: J. W. Mueller, Esq., St. Louis, Mo.; Dr. Paul J. Dundore, Greenville, Pa.; Rev. F. R. Schreiber, Grand 


Rapids, Mich.; W. C. Hazelbeck, Esq., Portsmouth, O.; David I. Prugh, Esq., Dayton, O.; Reuben J. 
Butz, Esq., Allentown, Pa.; Henry W. Schultheis, Esq., Baltimore, Md. 
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STUDIES IN THE MIND OF CHRIST 


Theological students of forty to fifty 
years ago will recall one of the classics of 
that day in Baldensperger’s rather labor- 
ious Das Selbstbewusstsein Jesu. Since 
that time, as well as before, studies of the 
mind and self-consciousness of Jesus have 
revealed the inexhaustible resources of the 
Gospels and we have perhaps learned more 
about Jesus largely by these penetrating 
analyses of His own thought about Him- 
self. While there have been periodical 
changes in emphasis and conflicting results 
(indeed only six years ago Baldensperger 
himself advised me to note his more recent 
revisions of his own original) nevertheless 
there is general agreement on the high 
points by all except the extreme modernists 
and conservatives, so that in “What Did 
Jesus Think,’ by Stanley Brown-Serman 
and Harold A. Prichard (Macmillan), we 
have a volume well adapted to the average 
student and in several chapters appropriate 
for Lenten reading. It begins with an his- 
torical approach, giving us Jesus’ environ- 
ment of thoughts and ideas. The authors 
have made no use of the Gospel of John. 
While fully recognizing the want of any 
strict historicity in the Fourth Gospel, I 
think it unfortunate to eliminate it as a 
source for this subject, for there is much 
in it of rich significance. (Prof. B. W. 
Bacon, in his early years an extreme higher 
critic, wrote a volume not long before he 
died, in which he gave the Fourth Gosepl 
so high a place, as a source, that he entitl- 
ed the volume “Jesus, the Son of God.) 

The significance of this volume is that, 
like Bacon’s, while the “presuppositions are 
those of modern historical scholarship,” it 
arrives at the elevation of evangelical con- 
clusions. The consciousness of Jesus was 
not that of one simply “in touch with real- 
ity, but as being Himself reality.” This 
was near the end. Our authors attempt to 
reveal “the steps that led Jesus to this 
conviction.” While many of the illustra- 
tions used are largely conjecture, we are 
undoubtedly given a true free-hand picture 
of Jesus’ boyhood education and its effect 
on His mind. The authors have assumed 


Christianity and Social Progress 
By Shailer Mathews, Harper Brothers: New York, $2.00 


This book by Dr. Mathews, who is Dean 
Emeritus of the Divinity School of the 
University of Chicago, is the last of a 
long series of publications bearing his 
name as the author. Though he has dealt 
with a variety of subjects in the course 
of his life, such as “The French Revolu- 
tion”, “Patriotism and Religion”, “The 
Faith of Modernism”, and “The Messianic 
Hope”, through all his work there runs a 
clear recognition of what is to him a 
fundamental fact. This is the conviction 
that Christianity, and doubtless all so- 
ciety, does not presuppose what he calls 
“atomistic individualism”. In brief, he 
has a profound social sense which enables 
him to see that society, whether in its 
most primitive or most complicated forms, 
is made up of groups of people organized 
for certain definite ends. This is what 
makes it so_difficult to modify the social 
structure. Where individuals disregard 
the customs of a group, they usually suffer 
ostracism, loss of property, and various 
other penalties. The relations of persons 


that the time between the ages of 12 and 
20, was filled by the preparation revealed 
in His immediate ministry, beginning with 
His baptism when He “accepted the role 
of Saviour of mankind,” followed by His 
retirement “to think out all that this rev- 
elation implied.” He “returned from the 
desert on fire’ with His vision of “The 
Kingdom of God.” 

While the question of his own accept- 
ance of the Messianic title is far from 
clear, “there is one title—the Son of Man” 
—-found everywhere in the Gospels, but 
“only on the lips of Jesus Himself,” which 
had “no definite Messianic meanings for 
the ordinary mass of the people.” In any 
case, He introduced “a totally new con- 
ception of the Messianic office.” He in- 
cluded in the phrase “Son of Man,” “al- 
ways the sense of redemptive suffering,” 
but He was also “the eternally dominant 
Son of Man.” 

In the chapter entitled “The Son of Man 
as the Kingdom,’ the miracles are dis- 
cussed. They “must be regarded as funda- 
mental to Jesus’ conception of the Kingdom 
of God.” Iam obliged to express the judg- 
ment that this is the least convincing sec- 
tion of the book. The authors begin by 
making miracles the sign of Jesus’ unique 
authority and end by a far from persuasive 
analogy with Joan of Are and by telling 
us that the “miracles could happen to us!” 


The next chapter on “Jesus and the 
Father” gets us back on to sure ground, 
including a fine analysis of prayer. It is 
the “sense of sonship” taught by Jesus 
which is the basis of our “social gospel.” 
The permanency of the ethics of Jesus is 
treated with clarity. The uniqueness of 
the Saviour is admirably set forth under 
the title, “God in the Face of Jesus 
Christ.” It goes beyond His “moral ident- 
ity with God.” Without any attempt to 
elucidate the doctrine of the Trinity, we 
are left with the conclusion that Jesus was 
“the manifestation of the Divine in hu- 
man life,’ an inference which, while per- 
haps far from contenting the philsophical- 
ly-minded, will be satisfying to the ordi- 
nary Christian. 


Reviewed by J. A. MACCALLUM 


to each other is seldom direct. As Shelley 
put it,— 


“Nothing in the world is single, 
All things, by a law divine, 
In one another’s being mingle.” 


Once this fact is clearly grasped, as 
Dr. Mathews grasped it years ago, it be- 
comes evident that the work of the 
Chureh involves a great deal more than 
the saving of individuals, Environment 
must be taken into account or we shall 
be faced with the anomaly that while we 
are saving one person from degradation, 
ten others are being degraded by evil con- 
ditions. 

The book is composed of the Barrows’ 
lectures for 1933-1934. Sinee it was ad- 
dressed, in accordance with the title of 
gift in establishing the Foundation by 
Mrs. Caroline E. Haskell, “to the scholar- 
ly and thoughtful people of India”, its 
tone, in the words of the author, is friend> 
ly, temperate, and conciliatory, and “in 
the fraternal spirit which pervaded the 
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In its neglect of the preaching of the 
significance of the Cross, “we see how far 
the Christian Church has drifted from His 
vision of true spiritual purpose.” “There 
are few congregations to whom the ideal 
of renunciation appeals with the force of 
a divine command.” 

It can hardly be said that this volume 
adds much to our knowledge or under- 
standing of the nature of the Resurrection 
and the Ascension. Probably the more 
simple-minded follower will be content 
with the simple affirmation that “the spir- 
itual force of Christianity lies, as it always 
has lain, in the fact that Jesus lives” and 
in His consciousness that “the new life 
of God, mediated by Him to men, could 
never fail to manifest its supremacy.” 

The reader may wish to elide the parts 
of this book which attempt a rational ex- 
planation of mysteries and dwell upon its 
more constructive and affirmative expres- 
sions of faith, reaching the conclusion of 
its closing words: “it is not beyond reason 
to believe that, if the world ever comes to 
a realization of the mind of Christ, it will 
solve the riddle of existence.” 


—Charles S. Macfarland. 


Other Books Read this Week 
“Men and Women of Far Horizons’; 
Jesse R. Wilson, Editor (Friendship Press), " 
reveals the spirit of modern missions in a Ne 
very realistic way. ‘ jiaee 
“The Church and Civilization”; Lynn Oy, 
Harold Hough (Round Table Press), is of © 1) 
course brilliant rather than burning, but vei 
animating both in its language and rich-— 
ness of thought. He 
“The Christian Fact and Modern Doubt”; 
George A. Buttrick (Scribners), is dynamic 
and constructive, appeals to reality and 
has great homiletical value in both its sub- 
stance and its literary style. if 


“Was Europe a Success?”; Joseph Wood 
Krutch (Farrar & Rinehart), gives us the — 
outlook of a “liberal,” outside the currents — 
of religion, upon contemporary civilization, — aan 
with both impressive realism and economic _ 
idealism. —c.sS.M. | 


Parliament of Religions”. This does not. 
mean that Dr. Mathews has made any u 
warrantable concessions to his audienc 
What he has done is to find an objecti ; 
approach to Christianity as it has worked 
itself out in the social order and has 
taken the attitude of the historian rath 
than that of a defender of the faith. In 
this he stands on perfectly solid grour ( 
If Christianity is to become the univ 
religion, its interpreters must learn to 
cover and to emphasize its universal 
ments. This is what Dr. Mathews 
done with pre-eminent success. — 


It is indeed remarkable that hav 
written so many books in this field | 
should be able to retain the freshness an 
the vigor which characterize all th 
seven lectures. One is reminded of C 
patra, of whom it was said, that “a 
not wither nor custom stale her 
variety”. A glance at the tal 


(Continued on Page 1’ 


, ae ryy 


’ reconciliation. 


Marcu 21, 1935 REFORMED 


Vol. CVIII, No. 17 


Published every Thursday 
at The Schaff Building, 
1505 Race Street, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


CHURCH 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., MARCH 21, 1935 


The Board of Christian Education of 
the Evangelical and Reformed Church, 
the Rev. Paul S. Leinbach, D.D., 
2 resident and executive secretary; the 
essenger ~ 


MESSENGER 3 


Whole Number 5411 


ev. H. J. Christman, D.D., vice- 
resident; the Rey. Paul J. Dundore, 
-hD., recording secretary; Milton 
Warner, treasurer. 


(FOUNDED IN 1827) 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: Per year in advance, $2.50; Single Copy, 6 cents. 


In accordance with the almost universal wish of our subscribers, papers 
are sent as long as legally permitted, unless there is a special order for discontinuance. 


Remittances are acknowledged by latest date following 


the subscriber’s name on the wrapper; but receipts will be returned by letter when a stamp is enclosed for that purpose. All mail should be 
addressed to Schaff Building, 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa.; articles for publication in care of the Editor; swbscriptions and other business 


correspondence in care of the Business Department, Reformed Church Messenger. 


to the REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER. 


Checks in payment of subscriptions should be made payable 


The Rey. Paut SerBert LEINBACH, D.D., Litt. D., Editor-in-Chief 
The Rev. Amprosg M. ScHmipt, D. D., Assistant to the Editor 
Departmental Editors: THE Rev. THEO, F. HERMAN, D.D., THE Rev. CHARLES E. ScHarrrer, D.D., Mrs. H. W. ELson, THE REv. 
THos. W. DickertT, D. D., ALLIENE DE CHANT SELTZER, Miss Rosa BE. ZIpcLer 
Editorial Contributors: “Justus TIMBERLINE”, Dr. CHARLES S. MACFARLAND, Dr. Grorae Ezra HUNTLEY, Hupert W. PEET, 
HERBERT W. HorRwWILL, THE Rev. AppISON H. Grorr, THE Rev. Wo. C. RITTENHOUSE, JOHN ANDREW HoLMEs 


Business Department: Grorazk W. WAIDNER, Circulation Manager; Miss L. M. Harris, Office Subscription Manager 
The MESSENGER welcomes all news of the Bvangelical and Reformed Church and all ideas and suggestions helpful to Christian life and 


service, from Pastors, Stated Clerks of Classes, members of Consistori Societi i i 
€ Ors, St } Hs sistories, officers of Church Societies or other responsible contributors. Th 
signature of the writer is required in all cases. The MESSENGER does not assume responsibility for the views expressed in contributed articles, 


ADVERTISING RATE: Twelve cents per Agate Line each Insertion. 


Notices, set solid, double the price of display per counted line. 


$1.68 per Inch each Insertion. (Fourteen lines to an inch.) Special 


Reading Notices, leaded. three times the price of display per counted line. 


Address all communications about advertising to THE H. K. STRAUSER ADVERTISING SERVICE, R 505 S i i 
All other communications should be addressed to 1505 RACE STRERT, Philadelphia. Rage Se ge hae sun easignd aA Pipa ey 


Entered at the Postoffice at Philadelphia, Pa., as second-class matter, January 13th, 1902. 


Acceptance for mailing at the special rate 


of postage provided in Section 1103, Act of October 8, 1917, authorized on July 11, 1918. z 


ONS) ees 1/6) Ng) eee (0) 0 amenoeee Wo Mo) ceeeemnems P16) cmmemmes @) SS 00 SS 00 5 00 SHI 


eDwat OR TAL 


0 0 C—O 0 Ge OOO Ge OO Ge OU eS OO OO Ce OOO ) © © Ga OPE 


THE WORD OF THE CROSS FOR THE WORLD 
TODAY 


Zattoo 


Even though we may not fully understand this verse, we 
feel something of its tremendous import, and therefore its 
tremendous importance. 

Its daring paradox seems to point us into the center of 
things, and its intensity moves our hearts to wonder and 
prayer. 

That any man should be sinless was an idea quite alien 
to Jewish thought and belief. But it was Christ’s own ver- 
dict upon Himself. He never betrayed the faintest con- 
sciousness of guilt. “Which of you convinceth me of sin?”, 
He flung as a challenge to His enemies. It is the verdict 
of all sincere souls, as uttered by the soldier who watched 
His cross—‘Truly this was a righteous man.” Above all, 
it is the verdict of God, who said, “This is My beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” For thirty-three years, 
in daily contact with the world and its sins, Christ lived 
and yet knew no sin. 

All sinless as Christ was, God made Him to be sin on 
our behalf. In Christ on His cross, by Divine appointment, 
the extremest opposites met and became one—incarnate 
righteousness and the sin of the world. Christ’s death is 
the execution of the Divine sentence upon sin. When He 


_ died He put away sin; it no longer stands, as it once stood, 


between God and the world. On the contrary, God has 
made peace by this great transaction; He has wrought out 
“Jesus Christ, though sinless, identified 
Himself with us in our sinfulness, in order that we, though 
sinful, might be able to identify ourselves with Him in His 
righteousness.” 

Not by any legal fiction; but as, by the purity and love 
and sorrow of a true mother, a wandering son may be 
rescued, broken down in penitence and led to trust in God 
and in his mother, when he cannot trust himself, so the 


cross of Jesus has ever been the supreme agency whereby 


God comes close to men, breaks down their pride, heals 
their distrust, and assures them that the love and self- 
sacrifice and obedience of Christ are all for them. 

In whatever way our Lord was made sin, we are made 
righteousness. As sin was placed on Him, and He was 
reckoned with as though it were His own, so His righteous- 


ness is reckoned to us, who are in Him by faith, as though 
it were indeed ours. And if it is indeed ours, let us dismiss 
our fears, dare to stand in the very light of God’s holiness 
and rejoice greatly in the Lord. 

Now what God wants today is men and women who are 
not afraid of sacrifice. What Christian can read a narrative 
like the career of Grenfell or Jane Addams or Mary 
Slessor without there stealing into the heart the desire 
to live that kind of career! Here is Albert Schweitzer! 
The name is one of the most romantic names in the re- 
ligious world today. He is unquestionably one of the great 
geniuses of our time! He could have had any prize he 
wanted. He had the world at his feet, but he turned his 
back on all its glittering honors and went out into Africa 
to follow in the footsteps of his hero David Livingstone, to 
proclaim the unsearchable riches of Christ and to practice 
the art of a Christian physician and help heal the open sore 
of the world. Listen to his words: “It struck me as in- 
comprehensible that I should be allowed to lead such a 
happy life while I saw so many people around me wrestling 
with care and suffering.’ His story is thrilling; but it’s 
true religion. Religion is sacrifice. Religion is service. 
Religion is not an ecclesiastical performance nor an intel- 
lectual scrimmage. Religion is to help your fellow man 
when he is down, yes, and when he is up too. Religion is 
to be loving and kind and forgiving and pure. Religion 
is to live the life of Jesus Christ, Who, though sinless, was 
made to be sin that we might be righteous. The ‘secret of 
true religion is identification with Him. He became one of 
us that we might become like Him! 

—Dr. H. Nevin KeErst 


* * x 


ON EVANGELISM 


There is perhaps no single term that will more accurately 
describe the total task of the Church than the word “Evan- 
gelism”—provided ‘it be interpreted broadly. Evangelism 
is not primarily a matter of delivering the Christian mes- 
sage. Far too many of us feel that the evangelization of 
the world is merely such a general proclamation of the gos- 
pel that every person in the world would have the oppor- 
tunity to hear of Christ and so to accept Him. Certainly 
knowledge of Christ must precede devotion to Him, but 
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there must be no complacency over having proclaimed His 
gospel in a professional fashion. Many of us sidestep the 
word “saved”, but whether we like it or not, it was to save 
the world that Christ came. But to be saved is not identical 
with thinking, or acting, or feeling a certain way. It 
means, in its highest sense, a conscious fellowship between 
a man and the Living God. To prevail upon others to 
establish that fellowship, other things are necessary than 
to speak eloquently, and informingly. Evidence of the 
possession of that same fellowship must be shown. 

Evangelism must be adequate in its motive. An almost 
audible sigh of relief is heard after the weekly sermon is 
delivered, with the attitude of “Well, I have delivered my 
soul.” Conscious of a certain duty, we go through what 
is conceived to be the appropriate motions, but with about 
as much real enthusiasm as Jonah manifested in going to 
Nineveh. Not to save our own souls, not to add a certain 
number to the Church, but the feeling that men are miser- 
able, and poor, and blind, and naked, if they do not walk 
in fellowship with God, constitutes a motive really adequate 
in evangelism. 

Evangelism must not be identified exclusively with ex- 
ceptional and irregular methods. To many minds evan- 
gelism suggests only revivalism—another term we shun. 
To regard the “special meeting” and the “special man” (the 
professional evangelist) as the instruments par excellence 
tor redeeming life is to fall into the error of believing that 
God is in the irregular in a way that He is not in the ordi- 
nary and the commonplace. The slower process of personal 
evangelism and religious education is less spectacular but 
more effective. 


The program of evangelism will include all persons and 
classes that are in need of the Spirit of God, and will have 
to do with the whole range of Christian experience. 


Evangelism will concern itself with young people and 
children. Here the problem will be rather preventing the 
contagion of sin than curing the disease after it has been 
contracted. It will take the form of educational evangelism 
by which in the home and Church, ideally at least, a relig- 
ious atmosphere has been created in which, through months 
and years of training and oversight, a decision has been 
slowly ripening. In dealing with young life the matter can- 
not be concluded once and for all. There must be the most 
careful instruction and nurture if the plant is to grow 
straight and strong to full maturity. Witness the drop- 
ping out of the picture of young catechumens after con- 
firmation. 


The work of evangelism must be directed toward adult 
as well as child life. The emphasis on the thought that 
the great opportunity for recruiting the membership of the 
Church is to be found among the young rather than the 
older people has had an unfortunate effect in so far as it 
has practically made the Church hopeless concerning the 
spiritual redemption of adult life. But one of the beauti- 
ful things about the gospel is that it possesses curative 
values. We must seek to save lost men and women as 
well as to keep boys and girls from becoming lost. No pas- 
tor is discharging his full duty unless he includes both of 
these classes in the scope of his evangelism. 


Evangelism has to do with the whole range of Christian 
experience—with later stages as well as with the beginning 
of Christian living. We should have special occasions for 
interpreting to people already religious in at least a formal 
sense the deeper significance of faith and trust in God. 
What a blind groping after realities there still is! One 
should seize gladly an opportunity to enrich and stabilize 
the faith of these believing ones by setting forth the doc- 
trines of assurance, regeneration, and sanctification in 
wholesome terms, and endeavoring to lead men and women 
into the reality for which these great words stand. There 
is far too little preaching on the really great doctrines. 


Evangelism must concern itself with the collective as well 
as the individual life of men. It must seek to accomplish 
a social as well as a personal redemption. Why shouldn’t 
the principles of Christian ethics be recognized as binding 
upon groups as well as upon individuals? The divorce be- 
tween morality on the one hand, and business, industry, 
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in their gifts for the Lord’s work. In characteristic sty 
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politics and diplomacy on the other, must be done away. 
We cannot deny the fact of current ethical dualism. We 
have two standards of action. Toward his own wife and 
children a man will act generously and unselfishly, as 
though nothing were of consequence but the great human : 
values, never once thinking of exploiting them economically. 
But the same man will deliberately act according to very 
different principles toward other men’s wives and children 
who work for him. Yet these have precisely the same 
fundamental right to human consideration as his own family. 
We have been told that religion cannot be mixed with busi- 
ness or politics. The object of social evangelism is to ex- 
tend the authority of Christian ethics over all relationships. 
It is a problem in regeneration—to transform the spirit 
of our collective life until it can be said that Christ dwells 
in the heart of the groups as well as in the heart of the 
individual. It is obvious that evangelism of this kind must 
employ the educational method. The ideal must be taught 


- patiently, kindly, but consistently throughout the whole 


year by every teaching agency in the Church, the Church 
School, the brotherhood organization, ete. 

However, there should be no division between a ministry 
that is educational and one that is evangelistic. There is no 
reason for taking the mind to Church in the morning and 
the soul in the evening. 

Evangelism must be world-wide, or nothing. The soil of 
America is of no more consequence in the sight of Christ 
than the soil of Tahiti, Central Africa, or Labrador. Chris- 
tianity cannot fly either a national or a racial flag. Evan- 
gelism recognizes the call of the masses. Our Lord evi- 
dently had a feeling of reverence for -the Temple and the 
synagogue, but His soul responded to the call of the masses 
—the multitude outside of the Church, neglected, outcast, - 
uncultured, waiting only for the plowshare and the Seed 
to become glorious with the harvests of God. We thank 
God for our Churches, but the evangelistic campaign must 
not be restricted to their boundaries. Let every preacher 
resolve that he will be a Churchman and Evangelist in one. 


To this end revive the preaching that has power over 
the human heart! Popular preaching has come to have a 
bad name among us. In our reaction against a frothy emo- 
tionalism we have gone to the extreme of impoverishing 
our preaching of the human touch. When we read of our 
Lord’s infinitely moving lament over Jerusalem, or His 
impassioned indignation against religious hypocrisy and 
sham, we marvel that we can ever imagine Christian preach- 
ing to be admirable that is not deeply penetrated with emo- 
tion. No preacher should ever go into a pulpit who can 
think and talk about. sin and salvation, and the Cross of 
Christ, without profound emotion and passion. Preaching | 
is a major factor in evangelism. 

Let us abandon our preaching as of “a dying man to 
dying men,” AND PREACH AS A LIVING MAN TO 
LIVING MEN! - —CHESTER A. QUEAR. 


* eK 


SHORT EDITORIAL 


“Let us take heed,” the editor said last week, commend- 
ing Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address” to us. Well, here’s a 
short editorial of 32 words, 23 of which are words of one _ 
syllable. It is written by the committee on Foreign Mis- 
sions of Tohickon Classis. It reads: ; 


“That we stress the payment of the full apportionment: 
in 1935, in order that the Board may remain out of debe * 
and use its energy in world evangelization rather than in 
financial worries.” é if 
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HOW TO GET SHORT SERMONS 
We've heard this bit of strategy about a colored parson, 
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who was a bit discouraged about the stinginess of his flo 


he thus addressed his congregation: “I has heard 1 
complaints lately about de length of my sermons. 
hereafter de collections will be taken and counted be 
begins to talk; and de smaller de collection, de lo 

sermon.” ; 
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CHURCH MANAGEMENT 


The frequently repeated, but unwarranted, charge that 
minister are poor managers, so far as the temporal affairs 
of the congregations are concerned, is well known. Occa- 
sionally, however, recognition is made by experts of the 
extraordinary record which ministers have made in con- 
nection with the handling of Church moneys. Mr. Roger 
W. Babson, the world renowned statistician, in writing on 
the efficient measures which have been used by Church 
leaders, pays this high compliment to the men of the cloth 
and those associated with them in the management of 
Church affairs: “Many a private investor today holds, in 
his safe deposit box, not securities, but obscurities. Big 
business has broken down. The great Church endowment 
funds, on the contrary, have come through the storms in 
truly remarkable shape.” 

* * * 


THE MINISTRY OF MUSIC 


The Editor heard a concert the other evening that pleased 
him mightily. Indeed, he enjoyed it so much that he can- 
not help sharing his delight with the readers of the 
MEssENGER. The concert was given in Trinity Church, 
Philadelphia, Rev. Purd E. Deitz, pastor, by the Choir of 
our Theological Seminary at Lancaster. This Choir is com- 
posed of forty students of the Seminary, directed by the 
accomplished: Professor of Music in that institution, Dr. 
Harry A. Sykes. We wish that many more groups and com- 
munities might have the opportunity of hearing this inspir- 
ing program of sacred music. 

It is impossible for older graduates to avoid a feeling of 
envy as they realize how much help the students are receiv- 
ing along this line today. It had no place in the curriculum 
years ago, and it assuredly deserves a place. What a help 
it is to the Christian pastor to have some knowledge of re- 
ligious music and of how to lead others in “psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs!’ The training received under 
such competent leadership is invaluable. Dr. Sykes pos- 
sesses a veritable genius in so harmoniously blending the 
voices in this Choir, and the program is of so high an order 
that it refleéts much credit on the Seminary, on the Organ- 
ist and Director, and on the students. We are coming to 
realize more and more how much the ministry of music 
means in the worship of God in the sanctuary and in the 
development of the Christian life. 

et ae 
THE ENTHUSIAST AND THE DOUBTER 
Talk About Baptism 


The Doubter wanted to know whether baptism had a 
real place in the modern program of the Church. “I have 
just heard again of one of those superstitious ideas that 
have surrounded the rite of baptism. A mother rushed a 
sick baby to her minister. She was distracted by two fears. 
She thought the baby might die without being baptized, 
which would bar him from heaven. She wanted to make 
sure that if the baby lived he would not suffer from stam- 
mering. As soon as the service was over, before she said 
a word to any one, she took a spoon and gave the baby some 
of the water in the baptismal bowl.” 

“Don’t get excited about that,” said the Enthusiast. 
“Every rite of the Church can be twisted into a supersti- 
tion. There are people who fear to miss the Lord’s Supper 
because they believe that in some strange way it assures 
their salvation.” 

“Why do we have to continue the baptismal custom at 
all? The Quakers seem to get along very well without it. 
Even Church members who are not superstitious often have 
their children baptized just because it is a custom. They 
promise to bring them up ‘in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord,’ but baptism probably doesn’t change the kind of 
nurture they actually give. If their children were not 
baptized, they would bring them up in the same way. 

“You are too severe in your judgment. There must be 
many parents who understand the spiritual meaning of 
baptism, and who take it very seriously. I know that when 
my girl was baptized, we thought of it as a kind of initiation 
into the inner circle of Christian believers, and we were 
humbled by the sense of responsibility that our vows 
brought to us.” 
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The Doubter was hard to convince. “You are a sincere 
Christian, and you would have felt the same sense of respon- 
sibility toward the girl if you had not taken part in a bap- 
tismal service. That’s the point. For sincere parents, it 
doesn’t make any difference. For insincere parents, it mul- 
tiplies their hypocrisy. For superstitious parents, it suc- 
ceeds merely in confirming their superstitions. I can’t see 
any value in it.” 

“You fail to understand how the sincere parent feels. He 
wants his child to join the company of Jesus’ followers, and 
he wants the community to know that he is willing to 
undertake to bring up the child as a member of the Church. 
Baptism is a symbol of this desire and this willingness. 3y 
the way, do you believe in marriage ?” 

“Of course I do!” 


“Well, I could make your speech all over again, applying 
your reasoning to marriage instead of baptism. Sincere 
young people would probably be as true to each other with- 
out the ceremony, but they want the world to know that 
they have made a holy compact and _ that they mean to 
keep it.” —F. D. W. 


%* * * 


DRIFTING OUT OF TOUCH 


Two such charming and distinguished Churchmen as 
Drs. William Lyon Phelps and Lawrence E. Bair, have re- 
cently written glowingly about the glories of old age, the 
unequalled joys and blessings of the twilight years of life. 
We are glad to hear the strains of such triumphant music 
about the sunset time of our earthly career, which some 
people seem to dread so much. It is particularly useful to 
have this note sounded today, because so many need the 
tonic of cheer and hope. They are the victims of loneliness 
and despondency, and feel that with advancing years, life 
can offer them little or nothing that is worth while. Indeed, 
not a few feel they are “unwelcome and only in the road”, 
and death would be for them a welcome release. Perhaps 
those nearest and dearest to them have been summoned 
into eternity, and they have come to feel that nobody on 
earth really wants them any more. Sometimes this sense 
of isolation is much increased by defects of hearing or of 
vision, or both. This is a terrible handicap both for the 
victim and those who must live with him, and the victim 
is bound to exaggerate it if he does not fight against the 
temptation it brings. 

A kindly, lonely old man wrote to Dr. Newton: “People 
tell me to seek company, to gather young life about me, to 
maintain interest in what is going on in the world, and take 
what share my health permits in some form of practical 
service. But what can I do? Nobody wants me. I seem 
to bore young people, and I am at a time of life past the 
age of making friends of my own age. It is a problem, and 
I confess it stumps me.” 

It is only too true that such a fate may overtake any man 
or woman even in the midst of their own family, failing to 
hold the real devotion of those for whom they have toiled 
and sacrificed, if these older folks do not guard against 
the peril of “drifting out of touch” and thus becoming un- 
interesting, detached from life, having no longer anything 
in comomn with younger folk. To be unwanted is tragedy ; 
but usually it can be avoided by keeping step with youth 
and life’s daily problems. We know a lot of men and 
women old in years who will never become uninteresting or 
unwanted. They have not allowed themselves to drift out 
of touch with the active, ongoing life of our time. 

eee 


WINNING AGAINST ODDS 


The wealth, prestige and apparent power of the Roman 
Empire seemed overwhelming and irresistible. In contrast, 
the little band of Christians who set out to conquer that 
Empire appeared to be negligible, hardly worthy of serious 
consideration. Why was the Roman Empire defeated? Dr. 
Glover, in The Jesus of History, says the triumph of the 
Christians was due to the fact that they “outthought, out- 
lived and outdied” their antagonists. That is to say, the 
Christians revealed a more satisfying and practical inter- 
pretation of life and its duties, a nobler morality in every- 
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day conduct, and_a superior courage in the face of martyr- 
| 
dom. 


No matter what the pagan influences surrounding us 
today, no matter how strong the pull of worldliness and 
irreligion, we can as the humble, earnest followers of Jesus 
Christ prove our ability to think, live and die more nobly 
than His enemies—and the outcome will not be in doubt. 
There is really no other way to win. 

Le okey 


PERSPECTIVE 

A University Professor unburdened himself to a pastor 
the other day in words somewhat like these: “I often be- 
come terribly discouraged about my job. After working say 
for six months, as hard as I know how, to overcome the 
resistance to knowledge and culture in the so-called minds 
of the general run of students, I must face the examina- 
tion papers which prove beyond a doubt how dismally I 
have failed, and I confess I would be tempted to give up 
in utter despair if it were not for a sense of perspective. 
It is the remembrance of what education has accomplished 
down through the centuries, in spite of repeated failures 
and disappointments, which inspires me to go right on 
working.” 

How much we need this sense of perspective in the work 
of the Kingdom of God! If we are easily discouraged be- 
cause the spiritual harvest is slow, we will not last long as 
Church workers. Talk about the resistance to knowledge; 


far more serious is the resistance of men to the Holy 
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Spirit. The patient, devoted service of a lifetime shows at 
times but scanty fruitage. Let us pray God to vouchsafe us 
a vision of the blessed influence of the Gospel in all gen- 
erations, of the healing streams of blessing which have 
fructified the earth through the consecrated preaching, 
teaching and living of Christ’s faithful followers. Even 
repeated failures cannot daunt us when our hearts tell us 
that final victory is assured. 
K * * 


“CHRIST THE LORD IS RIS’N TODAY” 


Our Memory Hymn for April is, naturally, an Easter 
hymn, and we have selected the great hymn by Charlés 
Wesley which is not likely to die as long as the language 
lives. Charles Wesley (1707-1788) was one of the most 
spontaneous writers that ever lived, and it is said that the 
total number of his compositions far exceeds that of any 
other hymn writer. In the two volumes of his hymms 
issued in 1763, there are 2,030 pieces, and this included only 
a portion of his compositions, which really exceeded 6,000. 

His hymns are characterized by their emphasis on the 
infinite love of Christ. The author of Hymns that Have 
Helped writes: “This hymn, ‘Christ the Lord is Ris’n To- 
day’, has long been accepted as the best English Easter 
hymn.” Certainly it is one of the most admired and fre- 
quently sung of all the hymns of the Resurrection. The 
splendid tune has helped to increase its popularity. We 
ought to make this great paean of triumphant and uncon- 
querable faith our own. Let us learn to sing it with our 
hearts as well as our voices. 


The Thoughts of Justus Timberline 


Why I Like Him 


You’ve suspected, I reckon, that I like 
my own pastor. Well, I’ve some good 
reasons. Think of these facts about him: 

There’s nobody in our town too unim- 
portant for him to notice. 

He never makes us feel that he’s bound 
to have his own way; he usually gets it, 
because he has thought a little bit further 
than we have. 

He can tell me what he thinks of me, at 
my worst, without making me mad or 


Our “Luxurious” Students 


The other day I read of a man who 
thought that the college students of today 
live too luxuriously; fine dormitories, gen- 
erous food, and all that. : 

Not in our part of the world. 

I know a few students in each of several 
Church colleges. And they tell me of boys 
and girls working on police station ree- 
ords, on rock piles, in cafeterias and ~ 
restaurants, and in many another place of 
far-from-easy labor—some of them earning 
fifteen dollars a month at thirty cents an 
hour, 


seeming to be my moral superior. 

He has resigned some places of leader- 
ship, and dodged others, so that his time 
is not all used up on committees and 
boards and errands. But the people he has 
put to work on these jobs know where to 
go for ideas when they get stuck. 

He’s the freest man in town over letting 
other people get the credit when he and 
they work together. You’d almost think 
he just went along for the ride. 

He doesn’t crowd us Church members 
into new plans. We move slowly, in our 
Church, and one pastor we had for a short 
spell tried to hustle us, That accounted 
for his short spell. This pastor—my pastor 
—lets us take our time; although I will 
say that we often discover, all by our- 
selves, good reasons why some piece of 
work ought to be hurried along. And then 
he is surprised! 

We can’t ever be sure just what he’ll do. 
He repeats himself occasionally, and he 
has his familiar mannerisms. Some of 
them we’ve learned to love. But every 
now and then he springs something unex- 
pected on us; usually something highly in- 
teresting. As, for instance, when he omit- 
ted the sermon one Sunday morning, and 
talked to us for half an hour about his 
own religious life and struggles. It was 
one of the great experiences of my own 
life. 

As to money, he never mentions it—I 
mean, his salary. He can get a contribu- 
tion out of old Peter Marble himself, who’s 
as hard as both his names, But salary? 
You’d think there wasn’t such a word. 
Strange to say, we’ve never had so easy a 
time collecting the preacher’s pay; but we 
get no help from him! 


Preachers of Another Sort 


What D’ve said about my own pastor 
opens the way for reporting what a brother 
in Pennsylvania wrote me about preachers 
of the other sort. He seems to have known 
several types that I’ve managed to miss, 
so far. 

Says he, “Preachers like these are likely 
to produce deadly dry rot in the Churches 
they are serving.” 

I should think so; and I give his list 
here only to show that when preachers are 
faulty, somebody is sure to notice. 

I hope few of my readers know as many 
types as this brother names: 

Preachers who become more and more 
extreme in order to justify previous ex- 
tremity. 

Preachers who allow their pet theories 
to gain control of them, to the increase of 
their shallowness. 

Preachers who become so enraptured 
with “advanced” pastoral methods and ac- 
tivities that they forget to engage in the 
old-style pastoral activities. 

Preachers who are so busy attending to 
the affairs of the community that they for- 
get to build up their own congregation. 

Preachers who are so bent on being 
“spiritual” that they forget to be truthful. 

Preachers who insist upon imposing 
their ideas and theories upon all the or- 
ganizations of the Church. 

Preachers unable to admit mistakes 
when the mistakes are noticed first by 
others. 

Preachers whose eagerness to startle 
pushes them farther and farther on the 
road to radicalness. 


To do that they must work close to three 
hours a day, besides keeping up with 
their classes; and the fifteen dollars, even 
after you’ve earned it, doesn’t allow for. 
much luxurious living, 

What bothers me a good deal more than 
the supposedly pampered lives these 
youngsters lead is what we, their elders, 
propose to do with them when they are 
graduated. . 

T’ve little patience with the ranters who 
tell these students that every one of them 
can make a place for himself. It could be 
done, most of the time, in the not-so-gay 
nineties; but we—or somebody—has or- 
ganized American industry differently 
since then. 

Even now the student with character, 
brains, and clear purpose has, as usual, a 
better chance than the run-of-mine eol- 
lege product. 

But character and ability can no longer 
give practical assurance of a worthy 


career. These young people are up against’ — 


obstacles which their fathers never saw 
nor heard of. 

I’m far prouder of our young people 
than I am of the world we’re providing 
for them; and I wonder if God won’t be 


even more displeased with us for wasting — 


the powers of coming generations than He 


is for our waste of coal and oil and for- . 


ests and the soil of our farms. 


When I tell you I’m a MeGuffey fan 
may jump to-the conclusion that an 
man is speaking. { 

Not so. There are plenty of mid 
people who know and love the J 
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school readers. And with good reason. 

To my mind MeGuffey was a true evan- 
gelist; he gave to millions of Americans 
their first literary interests, their moral 
standards, their reverence for sacred 
things. 

He taught temperance, faith, love of 
home, honor for parents—all those things 
which Kipling praisefully calls “the 
copybook virtues”. 

He taught them, too, in the best of all 
possible ways. Most of the school chil- 
dren who used his Readers—lI’ve been told 
that 120,000,000 copies in all were printed! 
—had no such wealth of reading material 
as our children possess. 
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I was asked the other day to explain 
how it happened that the influence of the 
McGuffey Readers has now almost disap- 
peared. 

For some of us that isn’t true. We are 
still under the spell. For most people it is. 
No generation can insure that the next 
will inherit its wisdom or goodness, or 
even its ordinary knowledge. | 


Every new generation is a new ad- 
venture of the human spirit. It is not 
saved by the MceGuffeys, the Dwight 


Moodys, the John B. Goughs, the John B. 
Finneys, the Abraham Lincolns, of the 
former days. 

3ut these men can be precious to us all. 
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Their history is not “bunk”, and we are 

unworthy of our inheritance if we do not 

let it give us at least that much advantage 
over our forefathers, 

Of course our schools have more scien- 


tifically-planned books nowadays; and the 
younger generation should be by so much 
the better for them. 


All the same, I seem to notice that even 
today’s college students know more about 
the literature of the MeGuffey era than 
they do of anything nearer our own day. 
I wonder if that is only an illusion of 
mine, or if there is something real be- 
hind it. 


Reflections on the Death of Dr. Conrad Clever 


The death of Rev. Dr. Conrad Clever 
which occurred at Shippensburg, Pa., on 
Feb. 19, 1935, removes the oldest living 
alumnus of Franklin and Marshall College. 
He was the last surviving member of his 
class (1870). In that class, among others, 
were William U. Hensel, Harry M. Kief- 
fer, Hiram King and John H. Sechler. The 
demise of this aged servant of the Lord de- 
serves more than a passing notice. He 
lived through such an important period of 
the Church’s history and contributed so 
much to its development and growth by 
the contacts which he shared and by the 
leadership he assumed that a somewhat 
detailed account of his ministry may be 
in order at this time. Dr. Clever was 
born at Shippensburg, Pa., on Feb. 11, 
1848, the son of George and Isabella Clever. 
After studying in Pennsylvania College at 
Gettysburg he entered Franklin and Mar- 
shall College at Lancaster, from which in- 
stitution he graduated in 1870. In the fall 
of that year he entered the Theological 
Seminary at Mercersburg and graduated in 
1873. He was one of the students who 
came with the removal of the Seminary 
from Mercersburg to Lancaster in 1871. 
He was licensed by Lancaster Classis and 
became the pastor of Trinity Reformed 
Church at Columbia, Pa. 

This congregation was a mission at the 
time under the care and support of Lan- 
easter Classis and had been started a few 
years before by the Rev. Frederick Pil- 
gram. Dr. Clever’s appropriation from 
the Classis was $50 a year. He remained 
the missionary there for six years, from 
1873 to 1879 and considerably increased 
the membership, building a Church and 
parsonage for $12,000. In 1878 a great 
disturbance arose in the Third Church, 
Baltimore. For some years this Church 
had been served by Rey. John 8. Foulk and 
was considered one of our leading congre- 
gations. In 1871 Rev. Mr. Foulk resigned 
and accepted a call to Carlisle. The Third 
Chureh then called Dr. Daniel Gans of 
Norristown, Pa., one of tlie outstanding 
scholars and preachers of the denomination. 
But Dr. Gans soon revealed. Romanizing 
tendencies, which became so pronounced 
that Maryland Classis in 1878 deposed him 
from the ministry. This left a very bad 
influence upon the congregation and the 
membership dwindled down to 169 mem- 
bers. The congregation then called Dr. 
Clever from Columbia and he became its 
pastor in 1879 and stayed with this flock 
until 1904, a period of 25 years. Having 
now moved into the bounds of the Potomac 
Synod he became a leading spirit, not only 
in his congregation and in the city of 
Baltimore, but also in the Synod itself. In 
Baltimore a Church Extension Society was 
formed and a number of mission Churches 
were established in which movement Dr. 
Clever took a very active part. In 1904 
he resigned the Third Church and accepted 
a call to Christ Church, Hagerstown, where 
he ministered most successfully until his 
retirement from the ministry in 1931, when 
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THE Rev. CHARLES E. SCHAEFFER, D.D. 


THE HOUR OF DEATH 


Dear child of God, you need not 
fear, 
When on Jordan’s brink you stand, 
When the hour of your death draws 
near 
And you face the unseen land. 


Your death is but a passing on; 
The soul immortal never dies, 
Returns to God, lives on and on; 
Beneath the sod the body lies. 


You go away, not into night, 
You do not leap into the dark; 

You rise into the heav’nly light 
Like a sunward soaring lark. 


The God you served will see you 


through, 
He saved you, and He’s with you 
still; 


And all He says He’ll surely do, 
His word and promises He’ll ful- 
fill. 


Be loyal, faithful; trust in God, 
Yea, walk with Him as did His 


Son; 
He’ll guide you with His staff and 
rod. 
Receive you when your course is 
run. 


—Conrad Hassel 


he removed to Shippensburg, the place of 
his birth, where he spent the rest of his 
days. 


The greatest service during his long 
ministry of 52 years was in connection 
with the Sunday School work of the Reform- 
ed Church. The General Synod at Akron, 
O., in 1887, in response to an overture 
from Ohio Synod took action to create a 
“Board of Sunday Schools.” The overture 
had been referred to a special committee 
of which Dr. Calvin 8S. Gerhard was chair- 
man, The committee recommended that 
such a Board should be erected consisting 
of ten members who were to be appointed 
by the General Synod and to serve until 
the next meeting of that body. The fol- 
lowing were appointed: Calvin 8. Gerhard 
(who by action of the General Synod was 
to be the president), James I. Good, J. 
Spangler Kieffer, Conrad Clever, D. B. 
Lady, E. R. Williard, A. E. Baichley, Aug. 
E. F. Schade, Charles F. Kriete and A. E. 
Dahlman. This same meeting of the Gen- 
eral Synod also established Children’s Day 
in the Sunday Schools, designating the 
third Sunday in June. The new Board 
made its first report to the General Synod 
at Lebanon in 1890 in which it recom- 
mended the appointment of an “English 
Sunday School Secretary” on full time 


service. The General Synod, however, did 
not approve the recommendation. 

The Board again reported to the General 
Synod in Reading in 1893. The report 
covers only a page and a half of the 
printed minutes, but it again contained a 
recommendation of the election of a full 
time secretary. This time the General 
Synod took favorable action. The Board 
then reorganized with the election of Dr. 
Olever as president and Dr. Rufus W. Mil- 
ler as executive secretary. Dr. Miller en- 
tered upon his duties as secretary Jan. 1, 
1894. He was duly inducted into office 
on Feb. 1, 1894, in the First Reformed 
Church, Philadelphia. From that time on 
the life and work of these two men, Drs. 
Clever and Miller, were as closely knit to- 
gether as that of David and Jonathan. The 
present generation can scarcely appreciate 
the remarkable service these two men ren- 
dered in the interests of the Sunday School 
work of our denomination. When one 
turns back into the records and observes 
how this work in 40 years developed from 
almost nothing to its present vast propor- 
tions, one stands in amazement as well as 
in appreciation, of the signal achievement. 
Dr. Clever was a party to it all. He at- 
tended every Board meeting and practical- 
ly every meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee and he spent hours and days with 
the secretary in formulating plans and car- 
rying them out. I write these lines in an 
office of the Schaff Building. Dr. Clever 
had much to do with the erection of this 
building. Already in its report to the 
General Synod in Baltimore in 1902, the 
Board called attention to the need of a 
Church building where the growing work 
of the several departments of the Sunday 
School Board might be carried on and 
where also offices for the other Boards of 
the Church might be provided. But the 
realization of this dream had to wait. Dur- 
ing the triennium 1905 to 1908, plans for 
the same were initiated. After conference 
with the other Boards, it was deemed ad- 
visable that the Sunday School Board 
should undertake the erection of such a 
building. Consequently a lot on the north- 
west corner of 15th and Race Streets was 
purchased, and a suitable building was 
erected on it. The Board reported to the 
General Synod at York, Pa., in 1908 that 
the Reformed Church Building had been 
erected at 15th and Race Streets, that the 
cornerstone had been laid May 9, 1907, that 
the building was dedicated with a week 
of special services from March 11, 1908, 
to March 20, and that fully 2,500 people 
attended the services. The total cost of 
the building was $130,000, half of which 
amount had been raised in cash. Later in 
November, 1910, 90 feet additional ground 
was purchased for $100,000, thus giving a 
lot of 120 x 120 for building purposes. 
This, however, did not materialize until 
thirteen years later, showing the foresight 
of these two men who carried the work of 
the Board on their hearts, 

For many years the three eastern Synods 
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had maintained a Board of Publication, 
including among other features the pub- 
lishing of the “Reformed Church Messen- 
ger.” As the work of the Sunday School 
Board expanded, it was manifest that these 
two Boards greatly overlapped and a mer- 
ger of the two became desirable. This 
was effected in 1912 and the name given 
the new Board was “The Publication and 
Sunday School Board of the Reformed 
Church.” The work was completely reor- 
ganized, but Dr. Clever continued as presi- 
dent of the merged Board and Dr. Miller 
remained as secretary. Other phases of 
Church work were assigned to this Board. 
In 1917 the Young People’s work became 
a subordinate department of the Publica- 
tion and Sunday School Board. 


The year 1923 marks the completion of 
the Schaff Building. This 13 story struc- 
ture was erected alongside The Reformed 
Church Building of seven stories, with con- 
nections on all floors, making the two 
buildings readily accessible to each other. 
The Philip Schaff Memorial Committee had 
already been formed in 1913-14. Work on 
the new building was begun in July, 1922. 
Dr. Clever laid the cornerstone on Jan. 13, 
1923, with impressive ceremonies. The 
building was completed in the fall of 1923 
and the formal dedication services were 
held from October 24-30, 1923. Then on 
October 11, 1925, Dr. Miller died. His 
funeral sermon was preached by his inti- 
mate friend and co-worker, Dr. Clever, in 
the First Reformed Church, Philadelphia. 
Dr. Clever felt “like one who walks some 
banquet hall deserted.” 

The General Synod at Hickory, N. C., 
in 1923 erected a Board of Christian Edu- 
cation. When the General Synod met in 
Indianapolis in 1929, action was taken to 
merge this new Board of Christian Educa- 
tion with the Publication and Sunday 
School Board under the name of “The 
Board of Christian Education.” The terms 
of the merger provided that memberships 
on both Boards expired then and there and 
a new Board of 15 members was constitut- 
ed. By reason of advancing years, Dr. 
Clever was not elected on the new Board, 
but the General Synod duly recognized his 
long and useful service and elected him as 
president emeritus of the new Board. Thus 
his active duties both as a member of the 
Board for 42 years, and as its president 
for 36 years, ceased. His interest in the 
work, however, continued; and as his phy- 
sical strength permitted, he attended the 
meetings of the new Board and took part 
in its deliberations. 


While Dr. Clever’s chief interest lay in 
the work of the Sunday School Board un- 
der its various forms, he was none the less 
interested in other phases of the general 
work of the Church. For many years he 
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served as a member of the Board of Re- 
gents of Mercersburg Academy and fre- 
quently represented this institution on the 
floor of the Synods. He seemed to take a 
special interest in the education of the 
youth of the Church. He started a num- 
ber of young men for the ministry and fol- 
lowed their career like a father follows a 
son. Having spent the greater part of his 
ministry in the bounds of the Synod of the 
Potomac, which was organized the same 
year of his ordination, he was honored 
with positions of trust and leadership. He 
was elected president of the Synod at 
Altoona, 1896. He was an ardent advocate 
of every worthy enterprise and his voice 
was heard in the councils of the Church. 
His warm and genial disposition endeared 
him to all the brethren. They might dif- 
fer with him on certain questions, but all 
had the highest regard for his opinions, 
which he always held with firmness of con- 
vietion, 

It was, however, as a preacher that he 
excelled. He was, in the best sense of the 
word, a pulpit orator. He preached with 
passion and power. He threw the full 
force of his rich personality into his pul- 
pit utterances. He always made careful 
preparation for his pulpit work, writing 
out most of his sermons. These sermons, 
while always thoughtful, were in charac- 
ter evangelistic rather than doctrinal. “I 
believed, therefore have I spoken,’ he 
could have said with another whom he 
endeavored to emulate. He was a close 
student, and during the years had accumu- 
lated a large library. He felt at home with 
books, and no matter where one ran across 
him he always carried an armful of books 
or was occupied in reading. He was a 
writer of more than usual vigor and abil- 
ity. He had a clear, crisp style, inclined 
towards the poetic and ornate. He knew 
his Bible, had committed to memory large 
sections of the same, and into his prayers 
he aptly wove long passages of Scripture. 
He wrote many articles on a great variety 
of subjects for the “Reformed Church Mes- 
senger.” In the “Reformed Church Re- 
view” there appear 17 articles from his 
pen, the first one in January, 1879. For a 
number of years he contributed on an aver- 
age, an article annually. The following 
subjects on which he wrote reveal the 
range of his thinking: Jan., 1879—The 
Practical Element in Christianity; July, 
1880—Is Life Worth Living?; April, 1891 
—Why Am I Reformed?; April, 1893—Con- 
servatism and Radicalism in Theology; 
July, 1893—Lay Work and How to Secure 
It; Jan., 1894—Benevolent Work of the 
Past Century in the Reformed Church; 
July, 1894—Culturkampf in the German 
Empire; July, 1896—The Church and the 
Laboring Classes; July, 1899—The Minis- 
try for the Times; Jan., 1900—Horace 
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Bushnell—Preacher and Theologian; Oct., 
1900—The Institutional Church; July, 1901 
—Huldreich Zwingli; July, 1902 — The 
Church and the Kingdom; July, 1903—The 
Denominational College; Oct., 1904— The 
Religious Element in American Life; Jan., 
1906—Doctrinal Preaching; Oct., 1906 — 
Christian Unity in the Reformed Church— 
An Historical Review. 

It would be interesting to quote at 
length from these articles which cover such 
a wide area of theological and practical 
thought. It will be observed that the 
“practical” note which he struck in his 
first article, just as he left his first pas- 
torate at Columbia, predominated in all his 
subsequent writings. A little pamphlet on 
“The Holy Spirit” written towards the 
close of his active ministry, may be regard- 
ed as a classic in the realm of religious - 
literature. 

Dr. Clever was as great a pastor as he 
was a preacher and writer. He loved his 
people and they loved him. He knew the 
road to every house and was most ready to 
go to the homes where sickness and death 
and sorrow had come. He was deeply sensi- 
tive to friendship. He was self effacing, but 
was human enough to appreciate what his 
friends expressed regarding himself and 
his labors. He loved to write and to re- 
ceive letters. I have a number of his let- 
ters, some of which are of considerable 
length written towards the close of his 
life, in which he freely disclosed his mind 
and heart. 

He was deeply anchored in the truths of 
our religion. He always stood for the 
highest ideals, and in his personal life as 
well as in his ministerial labors, he strove 
to realize them. He always “lured to bet- 
ter worlds and led the way.’ “His home 
life was most beautiful and was enriched 
by the constant devotion of his wife and 
daughter. 

In 1889 Ursinus College conferred upon 
him the honorary degree of Doctor of Di- 
vinity. Other institutions might have hon- 
ored him as well, “but did he not have 
high honors?” A generation rises up and 
calls him blessed. As I think of the home- 
going of this dear brother, this aged ser- 
vant of the Lord, Whom he served so long 
and well, the lines of Vachel Lindsay on 
“General William Booth Enters Heaven”. 
come to my mind: 


“The saints smiled gravely and they said, 
‘He’s come!’ 


Christ came gently with a robe and crown 
For Dr. Clever, while the throng knelt 


down; 

He saw King Jesus, they were face to 
face, 

And he knelt a-weeping in that holy 
place!” : ; 


A Tribute to Dr. Clever 


(Address delivered in memory of the late Rev. Dr. Conrad Clever at a Memorial Service held in the Third Church, 
Baltimore, Feb. 24, 1935, by the Rev. FrepERIcK W. Bap) 


It has been my great privilege to know 
Dr. Clever through intimate association for 
56 years. As a small boy under his pas- 
toral care, as a student of theology, in my 
first charge at Grace Church here in Balti- 
more, and during the years we were separ- 
ated by many miles, the friendship con- 
tinued. We visited each other and corre- 
sponded regularly. His last letter was re- 
ceived three weeks ago. His interest in 
me and my work was always such as to 
give me confidence that he was my best 
friend. And all who knew him felt that 
in him they had an unfailing friend. Lit- 
erally thousands rise up and eall him 
blessed. 

If it be asked why he found his way into 
the hearts of such a multitude of people 
the answer is this: his unquestioning faith 


and his enduring love. His was a dynamic 
faith in God the Father, in Jesus Christ 
the Savior, and in the Holy Spirit the 
Comforter; in the Church as the channel 
of saving grace; in the office of minister 
as involving the obligation of bringing 
people to God and of mediating God to 
the people. This faith, glowing with a 
warm love, motivated all of his endeavors 
and directed his extraordinary energy. 
This faith and love account for the spir- 
itual power of the service of worship he 
conducted and his inspiring sermons. To 
one of his temperament perhaps the liturgy 
was like Saul’s armor upon David. But 
none ever put into it more spirit and life 
than he. Asa small boy in the family pew 
I was convinced that the Lord was there 
and that Dr. Clever actually talked to Him 


and really told the congregation what he 
had received from God. The people must 
have been similarly impressed, judging 
from their attention, their responses and 
their songs. Even the grand old organ in 
the gallery at the opposite end of the 
Church came under the spell and poured 


forth beautiful strains as appropriate to — 


the occasion as the collect for the day. 
This faith and love made him an efficient — 
leader. With only six years experience, 
and that in the service of a well estab-— 
lished Church, he accepted the call from 
very much discouraged and disorganize 
congregation. My father was at that 
an elder. I shall never forget his distre 
One night he returned home from a 
tory meeting in despair. He sg 
Church would have to be sold and 
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gregation disbanded. But the young man 
of faith soon put heart into them and 
developed an enthusiasm. Together pastor 
and people recovered more than was lost 
and made it with God’s help the most ac- 
He in- 
spired a confidence and respect that drew 
to him many willing co-workers. It is a 
joy to serve under such a leader whose 
deep concern is for the highest good of 
both the individual and the group and who 
unselfishly pours out the best in him for 
the welfare of others. 


The Reformed Ministers’ Association met 
weekly to hear a paper or the review of a 
book. This was followed by reports con- 
cerning our work. The brethren have the 
most friendly relation to one another. 
There was no jealousy or suspicion. Dif- 
ficulties were frankly introduced and 
frankly discussed. It was truly an ee- 
clesiastical college in which each felt an 
equal responsibility for all of our Churches 
in the city. During that 25 year long pas- 
torate six mission Churches were estab- 
lished. No one claimed any eredit. Each 
did all he could, arousing the interest of 
his members and dismissing such as were 
willing to unite with the new interest; 
each furnishing workers and funds accord- 
ing to the ability of his flock. The Third 
Church in addition to members, workers 
and generous financial aid gave a son and 
a daughter to be the first pastor and his 
wife for one of these new congregations. 
This brotherly spirit and mutual confidence 
among the ministers was greatly appreci- 
ated by these young people starting out 
upon this new and difficult task. And it 
Was very apparent that the leader of this 
remarkable group was the Rev. Dr. Clever. 
His warm heart, his fine enthusiasm, his 
brotherliness, his vital faith and sense of 
responsibility for spreading the Gospel in- 
flamed all his associates. 


The Sunday School was dominated by his 
personality. Today there is a growing criti- 
cism of the Sunday School, mainly because 
it seems to have become a substitute for 
the service of worship. There is an at- 
tempt to unite it with the Church service. 
Some even advise its abolishment. But the 
Third Reformed Sunday School could not 
be mistaken as a substitute for the Church. 
It was rather the threshold of the Church— 
a place of preparation for Church member- 
ship and of preparation of heart and mind 
for entering into the Chureh worship in 
spirit and in truth. It was apparent that 
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the pastor was glad to be there and he 
made everyone glad. His warm handshake 
and cordial greeting, his hearty singing 
and uplifting prayer, his short but pointed 
address at the close of the school made 
each session an hour and a half of joy. 


Then there was the Brotherhood of An- 
drew and Philip. Into this organization he 
gathered the young men. It had its offi- 
cers, but Dr. Clever was the power which 
gave meaning and life to the society. We 
met weekly for prayer and to tell our ex- 
periences in trying to bring young men to 
Chureh and to a confession of Christ. There 
we forgot our timidity and learned to 
pray in public. There we received the cour- 
age to speak to our friends about moral 
and spiritual matters. There we received 
strength to walk more closely in the Mas- 
ter’s footsteps. One of the boys worked 
in an office of many men. Profanity was 
very common. Tactfully this young fel- 
low set to work to correct it and met with 
success in due time. Another of the mem- 
bers was a bookkeeper. One of the firm 
was having him make false entries. Al- 
though sensing what it might cost him he 
called his employer’s attention to it, say- 
ing it was not fair to the other members 
of the firm. As he feared, he was dis- 
charged, but found satisfaction in having 
refused to be a party to a wrong. Those 
meetings made it possible for six young 


HAVE YOU YIELDED YOUR 
BURDENS? 


B. F. M. Sours 


Have you yielded your burdens to 
Jesus to bear? 

Have you given Him all of your 
weight of care? 

His arm is almighty, His love never 
ends; 

Youll find Him so precious, the 
dearest of friends. ' 


Have you let go the load? Are you 
hugging it still? 

O the rest, O the joy just to sink 
in His will! 

And He loves you! It grieves Him 
to see you distressed— 

Let Him bear your burden, and O 
the sweet rest! 


Mechanicsburg, Pa. 


The Challenge of the Rural 


What will tomorrow do with the Protes- 
tant Church? The immediate answer is, 
“What will the Church do with tomorrow?” 
For the Church holds, or might hold, the 
key to the situation, and its future fate 
depends on its innate power to adapt it- 
self to the coming age. 

The Church has always shown astound- 
ing capacity to survive its own stupidities. 
Otherwise it would not be alive today, and 
it is very much alive. This no one can 
doubt who lives within its embrace. 

Take away the ministrations of the 
Church, and the whole spiritual tempera- 
ture would be lowered, the climate of our 
national life would be completely changed. 

Yet while we comfort one another with 
these words, it behooves us Christians to 
confess that our attitude as members of 
Christ’s Church should be largely peniten- 
tial. Will this spiritual life, so intense 
yet so secret, survive in the changing or- 
der? The question is likely to haunt one 
drearily at any conventional Sunday morn- 
ing service. People are so well bred; the 
unwashed and the unemployed are so con- 
spicuous by their absence! The congrega- 
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tion rises, sits and kneels with so tranquil 
a decorum, listens with such seeming 
apathy to words of scripture often heavy 
with meaning, joins so mechanically in 
psalms vibrant with the mystic passion of 
the ages! It would never be safe to as- 
sume that no searching spiritual experi- 
ence was going on in that Church, that no 
patient lives were transformed by lovely 
light shining into their sordid days as 
they shared in prayers and hymns. But 
how one does long for a new and obvious 
Pentecost! 

What is the value of the Church to the 
community? Is it an asset, or a liability? 
Is it a consumer merely, or a producer? 
Does it give an adequate return for what 
it receives, or is it an exotic growth, drain- 
ing the resources which might better be 
devoted to other causes? 

To answer such questions one must study 
intangible values. True, the Church can 
point to vast property holdings — in eol- 
leges, buildings of worship, mission sta- 
tions, hospitals and orphanages, through- 
out the world, but these are rather the 
means to an end than an end in them- 
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men to hear God calling them to the min- 
istry. 

If time permitted, I would speak of 
Dr. Clever as pastor. How he loved his 
people! He suffered when they suffered 
and rejoiced when they rejoieed. That 
genial face, that kindly voice, those com 
forting prayers did much to hasten recov 
ery. His interest and encouragement would 
help those who failed to try again, and 
awaken ambition in those who were satis 
fied with themselves. 

Neither will time permit me to speak of 
him as a man, who though in the ministry 
for 62 years was never reproached for a 
single act that was not consistent with 
the Gospel he preached. 

Eighty-seven years marks a long life. 
Full of a restless energy, every waking 
hour was crowded with work or in pre 
paring himself for more and better work. 
He sometimes said: “I want to die in the 
harness.” His desire was realized.  Al- 
though about five years ago because of a 
serious fall, it became necessary to resign 
from his Church at Hagerstown, which he 
was still serving acceptably, he continued 
to preach when asked and each Sunday 
taught a Bible class at Shippensburg. Near 
him lived an invalid whom he had been 
visiting. Last Tuesday evening at five 
o’clock he called upon him, cheered him 
and offered as usual a comforting prayer. 
As he was leaving he said: “We shall meet 
in heaven.” Five hours later he passed on 
to his mansion in the Father’s house. 


On the last Friday morning after prayer 
by the Rey. Mr. Blum at the house, a sim- 
ple service without a sermon was held in 
the Church at Shippensburg. By the re- 
quest of the family the Rev. Edward La- 
mar and J—Dr, Clever’s spiritual sons— 
officiated. The Rey. Mr. Blum and the 
Rev. Dr. Edwards, Headmaster of Mercers- 
burg Academy, assisted. The large audi- 
torium was filled with people from the 
community and the surrounding cities and 
towns. A large number of our ministers 
were present. His remains were laid away 
lovingly upon a hill in the cemetery — a 
point that is in view from a window of his 
late home. 


But he still lives as a fragrant memory 
in our hearts and as a blessed influence in 
our lives. He also lives as one of the com- 
pany of the redeemed of all ages who are 
before the great white throne. God grant 
that our faith and love may hecome more 
like that of this His worthy servant! 


Church 


selves. They are the expression in part, 
of the intangible values which the Church 
seeks to further through these very insti- 
tutions. What is meant by intangible 
values? It is the idea of morale, what the 
French mean by esprit de corps, what a 
lawyer or a doctor means when he buys 
the practice of another. He does not buy 
patients or clients, but, in a measure, the 
prestige and standing of his predecessor. 

There is an atmosphere produced by the 
Church, which makes certain material and 
institutional values possible in a commu- 
nity, and which real estate dealers and 
community leaders are careful to evaluate 
when advertising the city. 

It is well in a materialistic and machine 
age to remember that all outward things 
are the expression of an inner life. There 
must first be an idea before there can. be 
the expression of it. What is the value of 
ideas? Well, what, in the last analysis, is 
the value of anything else? Who could 
estimate in terms of dollars the value of 
Edison’s invention of the electric bulb? 
What would you name as the price of the 
idea of democracy? 
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The Church has kept alive and fostered 
the ideas of its great Founder, the idea of 
God’s fatherhood, of redemption, of 
brotherhood, of faith, love, hope, peace, 
service, integrity—all the intangible values 
which lie at the very base of civilization. 
For, as Babson has so often pointed out, 
our real security is not in bonds and mort- 
gages but in the integrity of those who 
issue them and sign them. 

The contribution of the Chureh to the 
community is made in terms of manhood 
and womanhood, the foundation of all 
stability and all progress. In spite of many 
failures, the Church can point to her great 
leaders in every walk of life—personali- 
ties of whom she is never ashamed—to say 
nothing of that great host of humble, de- 
pendable people whose virtues are never 
spread on the printed page, but who form 
the moral basis of our government, and 
are the hope of the world. 

People who oppose the Church little 
realize what it would mean to live in a 
country where Christian ideas were never 
known—where there is never a Lord’s Day 
or a Christmas. Little, too, do they realize 
that the cost of maintaining the Church is 
but a small part of what the Church actu- 
ally saves the taxpayer and the community. 
Suppose, for example, some minister or 
teacher could have won a young man nam- 
ed Al Capone and made of him a Christian 
character. Not only would one of the 
greatest crime waves in America have been 
greatly thwarted, but millions would have 
been saved in taxes. The Church has done 
just this kind of work through all the ages 
and in every land. She has taken actual 
and potential criminals and made of them 
living monuments of mercy and redemp- 
tion—assets rather than liabilities to the 
world. In the great army of her youth 
she is not only saving individual lives, but 
making them the salt of the earth and the 
light of the world. The Church is a pro- 
ducer, 

About the best proof that our small 
towns, villages and rural communities are 
the best places in which to live is the fact 
that Americans continue to flock back to 
them. Following the World War our popu- 
lation made its fateful cityward movement. 
For a whole decade or more the people 
made a desperate effort to embrace the 
swift, artificial modes of life in our big 
cities. The 1930 census showed that the 
urban population in this country was 56.2 
per cent of the total, while the rural popu- 
lation was credited with 43.8 per cent. 
But the great exodus to the country and 
small towns since then has made it almost 
a 50-50 proposition. 

It took only a short period of the four- 
year depression to send many ex-villagers 
and many of their city cousins back to the 
wholesome life in our villages and rural 
communities. We say “wholesome” be- 
cause no less an authority than the New 
York State College of Agriculture has list- 
ed the advantages of village life as fol- 
lows: “Quiet, fresh air; cooler temperature 
in summer; better conditions for children’s 
play; the opportunity for flowers and a 
garden; cheaper taxes, cheaper living; 
greater opportunity to own a home; and 


greater security, especially in the present 


times.” 

When we balance this up with the places 
cityites live in we can readily understand 
these advantages. City folks live in the 
grand canyons of big buildings. They live 
in a world of a billion noises. And when 
it comes to fresh air they seldom breathe 
anything but poison fumes. 

This movement back to the land and the 
villages continues despite the fact that 
conditions of employment, ete., in the big 
cities have improved vastly since last 
March. The administration is encouraging 
it and is doing its share by establishing 
subsistence farms and communities where 
workers may help support themselves and 
their families. 

Dr. Oliver E. Baker, the famous 
economist and publisher who, by the way, 
was born in a small town, has said that 


“the road of our nation’s destiny is now 
turned back to the village.” If we re- 
member our history correctly it has al- 
ways been the products of village and 
rural America who have more or less di- 
rected the nation’s destiny since 1776. 

The rural population furnishes about 90 
per cent of the ministry, without which 
neither the Churches of the city nor of 
the country can survive. It has furnished 
the great majority (estimated at from 75 
to 80 per cent) of the successful business 
and professional men in the cities. The 
city is the testing ground of humanity. 

The lot of the country preacher is not 
an easy one, and all that has been said in 
his behalf tells only the beginning of the 
story. All lost efforts to make things 
easier and more tolerable can be multi- 
plied a hundred fold and still fall short of 
adequacy; but, there is another side to the 
question that few people stop to consider; 
that is, the people. 


A WALK 


“To walk with you 
Is hard,’—I said; 
But did not know. 


Since started on our way, 
My eyes were opened 
And I saw 


The new moon, 

The evening star, 

Trees like lace against the sky, 
And lighted windows. 


Deep from my heart 

I called to you; 

Questioned you; 

Wanted your help and guidance. 


At length you spoke,— 
“Whatever is, accept and use it; 
Look up, laugh, love and lift; 
Life lies that way.” 


—J. R.S., Jr. 


Hartford, Conn. 


The country people love and respect a 
God-called ministry, and despite their un- 
limited endurance, have ideals as to the 
character and ability of the man who is 
to be their spiritual leader. There is 
scarcely a rural congregation in the North 
which has not a college graduate, in some 
congregations many have had college ad- 
vantages, and even those that have not 
been so advantaged, possess a high type of 
native intelligence. These cannot accept 
and respect an ignorant, uneducated man 
as a spiritual leader. 


What type of man will meet in an ideal’ 


manner this very difficult situation? First, 
he must have a deep personal religious ex- 
perience, must be a man whose life is con- 
trolled and motivated by that experience 
and who can preach much out of that 
same deep experience. He must not be 
‘nainfully pious,” or “ultra-sanctimonious.” 
No people on earth see through the veneer 
of a pious sham as quickly as the rural 
congregation, and any lack of genuine sin- 
cerity is resented and condemned, some- 
times in picturesque manner, 


Next to a real religious experience comes 
a good disposition: the ability to smile, to 
whistle, to see the point to a good joke, 
and occasionally to tell one (not that they 
will tolerate a “jokester” as pastor, but 
they do want to know that he is human 
and can laugh as well as weep). They 
want a man able to talk of their every-day 
problems, of cotton, corn, vetch, crop rota- 
tion, hogs, cows; in other words, to actual- 
ly enter into their manner of living. 


Courage is another necessary element in 
the character of the rural pastor. It takes 
real courage to condemn the sins and 
shortcomings of these people fearlessly and 


without apology, while depending on their 
goodwill for the very bread of existence— 
about all the average country preacher 
gets. When these people become offended 
with a preacher, they refuse to pay to the 
Chureh. They do not demand great elo- 
quence, or great learning, but they do in- 
sist on courage and sincerity. Could the 
impressions that come from service among 
these people be passed on to the great 
Church, there would come a deeper desire 
to help with their problems. No longer 
could it be said, as by one official, “Old So- 
and-so and Old So-and-so—’ (naming a 
former presiding elder and a_ bishop), 
“come down here and try to soft soap us 
by telling us that we are the salt of the 
earth, that we are the foundation of the 
whole Church; that out of the country are 
coming all our preachers; that without the 
country Chureh the whole thing will col- 
lapse; then at Conference they send us a 
preacher that nobody else will have, ani 
that our folks will not go to hear after 
the first time.” Then he asks, “How can 
we go forward without a better ministry 
in the country Churches?” 

Humility is-another essential; not that 
“poor worm of the dust” attitude, but 
rather that spirit that recognizes every 
man as a sovereign human soul, and that 
counts it a privilege to preach Jesus Christ 
to any people without preaching down to 
them. Here as nowhere else is the preach- 
er foredoomed who preaches down to or at 
his congregation, or that in any way feels 
himself above them. This one thing will 
give the key to the failure of many a 
man, that was in every other way capable 
of large achievements. 

Education is desirable; more, it is essen- 
tial, but our country people recognize an— 
educated heart as having a superior place 
to the educated head, and if there must be 
a deficiency, they prefer it in the head 
rather than the heart. They cannot be 
foole’ by some bright sounding theories 
and pious platitudes. Nowhere in the 
world is practical theology so essential as 
here; here where a man has a month to 
get the kernel of truth and to weave it 
into his own philosophy. These men and 
women are philosophers, they have to be; 
shut up as they are day in and day out, 
weeks and months on end, with their own 
thoughts. Many preachers would be amaz- 
ed could they know the deductions made 
and conclusions reached as a result of 
some of their sermons. 

Studies of rural communities in various 
parts of the country made by competent 
investigators clearly reveal the need of 
some unifying force in the community if 
there is to develop the feeling of solidarity 
out of which grows a satisfying neighbor- 
hood life. In Minnesota, Virginia, and 
elsewhere in which the greatest progress 
has been made toward this kind of living, 
there has been a single Church acting to 
unify the life of the community and draw 
the people together and start them working 
with each other as members of one big 
family. ¢ f 

In too many rural communities there are 
several competing denominational Churches 
serving to divide the people instead of 
building up a unified community feeling. 
The baneful influence of division in 
Churches was succinctly stated by a Min- 
nesota farm woman, “When our congrega- 
tion was divided, and services were being 
held in the small town north of us, the 
life of former days seemed to have given 
way to apathy. The choir and young peo-— 
ple’s society are not what they used to be, — 
and we country people do not like to go to 
Church in town Sunday afternoons.” 

The Churches must work out some meth- 
od of unifying their program in communi- 
ties where there are too many Churches if — 
the Church is to fulfill its mission in life 
and meet the challenge of developing a 
truly co-operative rural community Cy 


, 


which will really satisfy our farm people, 


In my humble judgment the serv’ 
which our country Church is rende: 
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see above our ecclesiastical horizon. There 
are several reasons for thinking that this 
work is getting at the heart of things. 

The country Church has not only a soul- 
saving but a character-molding opportun- 
ity. The country community is freer from 
distractions than the town and city. 

Some one may say that the city 
Churches become self-supporting quicker. 
Let it be admitted, if you choose. But 
where do the city Churches get their mem- 
bers? In the city Churches that I know, 
63 per cent of their‘ membership comes by 
letter. 

How long would the fish family con- 
tinue to exist if the big fish ate up all the 
little fish and the supply of little fish were 
not replenished? 

If we are to continue our foreign mis- 
sionary program, we dare not neglect our 
sources of supply. The fate of foreign mis- 
sions is hound up with the fortunes of the 
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country Churches. I am sure that our 
home base is not going to be greatly 
strengthened until we go after the country 
Chureh work in a more vigorous fashion. 
For this reason as much as any other, I 
long to see the country Churches multi- 
plied. 

Before I was born, my Church gave to 
my parents ideals of life and love that 
made my home a place of strength and 
beauty. 

My Church enriched my childhood with 
the romance and religion and the lessons 
of life that have been woven into the tex- 
ture of my soul. Sometimes I seem to 
have forgotten and then, when else I might 
surrender to foolish and futile ideals of 
life, the truths my Church taught became 
radiant, insistent, and inescapable. 

In the stress and storm of adolescence, 
my Church heard the surge of my soul and 
guided my footsteps by lifting my eyes 
toward the stars. 
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When first my heart knew the strange 
awakenings of love, my Church taught me 
to chasten and spiritualize my affections, 
sanctified my marriage, and blessed my 
home. 

When my heart was seamed with sorrow, 
and I thought the sun could never shine 
again, my Church drew me to the Friend 
of all the weary, and whispered to me the 
hope of another morning, eternal and tear- 
less. 

When my steps have slipped and I have 
known the bitterness of sin, my Church 
has believed in me and wooingly called me 
back to live within the heights of myself. 

My Church calls me to her heart. She 
asks my service and my loyalty. She has 
a right to ask it! I will help her to do 
for others what she has done for me. In 
this place in which I live, I will help her 
keep aflame and aloft the torch of a living 
faith. 

Spring Grove, Pa. 
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“CHRIST THE LORD IS RIS’N TODAY” 
(Memory Hymn for April) 


Christ the Lord is ris’n today, 

Sons of men and angels say; 

Raise your joys and triumphs high; 

Sing, ye heav’ns, and earth reply. 
Alleluia! 


- Vain the stone, the watch, the seal, 


Christ has burst the gates of hell; 

Death in vain forbids Him rise; 

Christ has opened Paradise. 
Alleluia! 


Lives again our glorious King: 

Where, O death, is now thy sting? 

Once He died our souls to save: 

Where’s thy victory, O grave? 
Alleluia! 

Soar we now where Christ has led, 

Following our exalted Head: 

Made like Him, like Him we rise; 

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 
Alleluia! 


—Charles Wesley, 1739 
—Lyra Davidica, 1708 


BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY 


Lent is the season of special self-denial, 
and therefore we regret to report that 
during the past week not a single gift was 
received for this work among colored 
youth. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Rev. M. P. Davis, from India to 343 
Fairfield Ave., Bellevue, Ky. 

Rey. Alexander Greeb, from West, Tex., 
to Box 195, Riessel, Tex. 

Rev. Walter F. Kieker, from Walnut, 
Ta., to 3119 S. 24th St., Omaha, Nebr. 

Rey. J. Klundt, from Humboldt, Nebr., 
to Gering, Nebr. 

Rey. G. Siegenthaler, from Columbus, 
O., to 3206 Harford Rd., Baltimore, Md. 

Rey. R. F. Tormohlen, from Cannelton, 
Ind., to 623 Allen St., Owensboro, Ky. 

Rev. W. Ronald Yocum, from Pottstown, 
Pa., to MeConnellstown, Pa. 


SPRING MEETINGS OF CLASSES 
1935 
MARCH 25: 
St. Paul’s—7.30 P. M., Zion’s, Transfer, 
Pa., Rev. Harold R. Ash, R. D. No. 5, 
Greenville, Pa. 


The report this week for receipts for 
Foreign Mission Day is $45,087.84. 

Mrs. H. M. Wolfe of Bowling Green 
Academy, Kentucky, sponsored a united 
observance of the World’s Day of Prayer 
in Cecelia Presbyterian Church, Bowling 
Green, on Mar. 8. 


Rev. J. Leidy Yearick, supply pastor of 
the Nockamixon-Tinicum charge in To- 
hickon Classis, has arranged a most inter- 
esting series of services for Lent and the 
Haster season, 

The many friends of Rev. and Mrs. W. 
A. Kratz, Catasauqua, Pa., will be glad to 
learn that Patricia Ann, their young 
daughter, who has been a patient at the 
Allentown Hospital for the past two 
weeks, is greatly improved. 

Weekly announcements from St. Paul’s 
Church, Lancaster, Pa., Dr. T. A. Alspach, 
pastor, contain the notice of a sacred pro- 
gram to be given April 7 in the evening 
by the Girls’ Glee Club of the Millersville 
State Teachers College. Total income for 
February was $1,184.64. Mid-week Lenten 
services are held Wednesday evenings at 8. 

Calvary Church, Philadelphia, Pa., is 
having special Lenten services on Thurs- 
day evenings, with the following speakers: 
Dr. E. L. McLean, Rev. Clement W. De- 
Chant, Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, Dr. Charles 
EH. Schaeffer, Dr. C. A. Hauser, and Mr. 
George W. Waidner. Preparatory services 
will be held on Good Friday evening, and 
Holy Communion on Easter. 

Mrs. Stoyer and the family desire in this 
way to express their grateful appreciation 
of the heartening kindnesses and evidences 
of sympathetic regard shown to them in 
various ways during the days of their re- 
cent bereavement by brother ministers, 
members of former congregations, neigh- 
bors and friends and by the associates in 
the Schaff Building of the late Rev. Wil- 
liam D. Stoyer. 


The “Messenger” has, on several ocea- 
sions, reviewed the “Truth of Christian- 
ity”, by Lt. Col. W. H. Turton. The 12th 
edition of this valuable volume has now 
been published and copies can be obtained 
in America from Messrs. E. 8. Gorham, 18 
W. 45th St., N. Y. C. The selling price in 
the U. S. A. is $1. This is one of the best 
practical arguments in defense of the 
faith, 

Christ’s Church, Hagerstown, Md., Rev. 
H. A. Fesperman, pastor, is observing 
Lenten season with special services on 
Wednesday and Friday evenings of each 
week. Foreign Mission offering in the 


charge was $200, which has been sent to 
the Board to be applied on the debt. 
Notice was taken of the 80th birthday 
of the congregation on Mar. 11. 

Our friend, Rev. Perry L. Smith, writes 
from up in “Yankee land”: “Since I have 
been in Maine, I have had occasion to be- 
come better acquainted with the weekly 
Church papers of other denominations. 
Naturally I have attempted to compare 
them all. For a long while, I have had no 
difficulty in realizing what a superior pa- 
per the ‘Messenger’ is. Anyone reading it 
faithfully can most certainly keep in- 
formed about what is going on in our 
denomination and most other vital mat- 
ters of the world at large.” 

Three Lenten services are held every 
Sunday in Karmel Church, Philadelphia, 
Rev. Wm. G. Weiss, pastor. Mid-week 
prayer meeting on Wednesdays in German 
and on Thursdays in English are unusual- 
ly well attended. The pastor exchanged 
pulpits with Dr. F. W. Kratz of St. Paul’s 
Chureh on Mar. 138. Dr. Karl Whetstone, 
pastor of Bethany Temple, preached on 
Mar. 14, at which service there was spe- 
cial music. Rey. August Klingner will 
preach Mar. 21, Rev. Mr. Maute on Mar. 
27, and on Mar. 28, Mr. George W. Waid- 
ner. 

The Rev. Herman A. Klahr was recently 
dismissed from Northeast Ohio Classis to 
the Presbytery of Cleveland. Rev. Mr. 
Klahr was at one time assistant to Dr. 
Reagle on the staff of Grace Church, 
Akron, Later he became one of the offi- 
cials of the State Christian Endeavor 
Union and then several years ago was 
ordained and became assistant to the sue- 
cession of pastors that came to the Old 
Stone Church on the publie square in 
Cleveland, where he is noted for his ex- 
ecutive ability. This Church holds a noon- 
day service every day, and Mr, Klahr has 
had not a few of the ministers of Ohio 
Synod to address this audience of busi- 
ness people in the heart of that great city. 

One of the interesting and artistic 
Lenten announcements is that from the 
First Church, Los Angeles, Calif., Dr. Ed- 
ward F. Evemeyer, pastor, which contains 
readings for the days of Lent and miscel- 
laneous prayers as a guide for Lenten de- 
votions. An interesting program was ren- 
dered at the quarterly meeting of the Fed- 
eration of Evangelical and Reformed 
Women’s Associations, held in First Churely 
Feb. 20. The presidents of the local organ- 
ization inelude Mrs. Golvory of the Hun- 
garian Church, Mrs. Takashita of the Jap- 
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Church, Mrs. William E. Case of 
Trinity Chureh, and Mrs. Harvey E. Phil- 
lips of the First Church. 


anese 


Every loyal member of the Church 
should consider himself a member of the 
Invitation Committee, especially during 


Lent. It will be a blessing to yourself as 
well as others if you use your chance to 
interest others in coming to Church and 
sharing in its work. 

A great throng of members and friends 
attended Men and Boys’ Day at Trinity 
Bible School, Philadelphia, Dr. Harry E. 
Paisley, Supt., on Mar. 17. Among the 
features were Hoxie and his Harmonica 
Band and the Men’s Glee Club of Ursinus 
College Rev. M. J. Engelmann, of Japan, 
spoke in Trinity on Foreign Mission Day. 
At the evening worship on Feb. 17, the 
pastor, Rev. Purd E. Deitz, gave a special 
message in recognition of the 25th anni- 
versary of the Boy Scout Movement. 

Christ Church, Lykens, Pa., Rev. Walter 
R. Hartzell, pastor, was pleased to have 
Dr. Oswin S. Frantz, professor of New 
Testament in the Lancaster Theological 
Seminary, deliver a very acceptable ser- 
mon at union Lenten service Mar. 8. Rev. 
Paul KE. Fridinger, pastor of the local 
United Brethren Church and a former stu- 
dent of Dr. Frantz, offered the general 
prayer. Young People’s Christian Asso- 
ciation presented a pre-Lenten social in 
the Church basement, in February, in the 
nature of a country fair and gave a play 
entitled, “Educatin’ Mary”, under the di- 
rection of the pastor. 

On Mar. 28 and 29, the Dresden 
Kreuzchor, an organization of 60 boys, 
which was founded in the year 1200, will 
sing in Philadelphia at Zion Lutheran 
Church, on Franklin Square. The ‘“Mes- 
senger” is glad to announce that tickets 
can be secured either at Presser’s, 1712 
Chestnut St., or the North German Lloyd 
Steamship office, 1711 Walnut St. Mr. 
Harry Hodges is chairman of the execu- 
tive committe. It is in the interest of in- 
ternational goodwill and the exchange of 
musical appreciation and enjoyment that 
this world-famous boys’ choir is making 
its first tour of America. The boys range 
in age from 10 to 19. 

Dr. Hubert C. Herring, 287 4th Ave., 
N. Y. C., who is Executive Director of the 
Committee on Cultural Relations with 
Latin America, announces the 10th An- 
nual Seminar in Mexico, to be held July 
3 to 23, in Cuernavaca and Mexico City. 
Recent developments have made it of in- 
creasing importance that a growing num- 
ber of thoughtful Americans should have 
insight into the problems, culture and 
lives of the Mexican people. This Seminar 
has helped over 1,000 Americans toward 
such insight. It consists of 3 weeks of lee- 
tures, discussions and field trips under the 
leadership of outstanding authorities. Ap- 
plications and requests for detailed in- 
formation or rates should be addressed to 
Dr. Herring. 

The Board of Christian Education, Schaff 
suilding, Philadelphia, can supply copies 
of the booklet, “A New Venture of Faith 
for a New Age,” at $5 per hundred, or 
ten cents per copy in quantities of less 
than 25, in all cases carriage prepaid. This 
booklet is a descriptive illustrated record 
of the Union of the Evangelical Synod and 
the Reformed Church, and sets forth vivid- 
ly the work of the united Church. It was 
prepared and published by the Executive 
Committee of the General Synod, with 
Secretary H. P. Vieth as editor. The price 
charged is less than cost, but the Executive 
Committee will make up the deficit. It is 
hoped that a copy can be put into every 
home, that our people may know about our 
new Church and its work. 

Annual Spiritual Retreat for Maryland 
Classis was held Mar. 7 in Reformed 
Church at Middletown, Md. Approximate- 
ly 40 ministers and laymen gathered to 
enjoy a spiritual feast. Rev. Addison H. 
Groff addressed the group on “The Place 
of Prayer in the Minister’s Life” and Rev. 
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Ralph Hartman on “The Worship Service 
of the Sanctuary”, both addresses being 
followed by interesting discussion. In the 
afternoon, Mr. Wilson, a layman of the 
Methodist Church in Frederick, spoke on 
“The Layman’s Place in Recruiting Souls” 
and Rev. E. L. Higbee presented a paper 
on “Making the Most of Lent”. A splen- 
did meal was served at noon by ladies of 
the Church. The program was sponsored 
by the Classical Committee on Evangel- 
ism. ; 

First Church, Bellaire, O., Rev. Daniel 
Gress, pastor, has 25 members in the 8. 8. 
writing stewardship essays for the con- 
test. 5 new adult members were received 
recently; 12 are in the class to be con- 
firmed during Easter season. A deaconess 
was elected at annual congregational meet- 
ing; the first time a woman has graced 
this consistory. Over $5,000 was raised for 
all purposes in 1934. §. 8. orchestra broad- 
cast over WWVA Feb. 11. $75 was given 
by the 8. 8. toward Foreign Mission debt. 
Elder Charles Ludwig, an officer for nearly 
40 years, was one of 5 members recently 
called to heavenly rest. A number of 
short addresses on several colleges of the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church will be 
given the next few weeks, during the 
8. 8. hour. 


Work has been moving forward in 
Harmony Church, Zwingle, lowa, Rev. Mel- 
vin Witmer, pastor, in spite of handicaps 
of drought, depression and severe losses 
by death. A Preaching Mission of one 
week in November by Rev. Dr. R. C. Zart- 
man was well attended and very inspira- 
tional, A new roof was installed on the 
Church and parsonage furnace repaired, 
the labor being done largely by volunteers. 
The loss of 6 by death from the active 
roll is being severely felt, but the spirit 
of co-operation is of great help and at- 
tendance is increasing. The pastor was 
voted a much needed and appreciated in- 
crease in salary at a recent meeting of 
the consistory. Plans are being completed 
for the placing of a beautiful memorial 
window in the front of the Church. In- 
teresting weekly paragraphs in the Church 
bulletin deal with the founding of the 
congregation, beginning in 1851. 


Grace Church, Washington, D. C., Rev. 
Dr. Henry H. Ranck, pastor, is holding 
special Lenten services Sunday evenings. 
Catechumen’s Reunion will be on Apr. 7. 
Contained in the Church news is the fol- 
lowing: “From the services in which I 
joined as a child I have taken with me 
into life a feeling for what is solemn, 
and a need for quiet and self-recollection, 
without which I cannot realize the mean- 
ing of my life. I cannot, therefore, sup- 
port the opinion of those who would not 
let children take part in grown-up peoples’ 
services till they to some extent under- 
stand them. The important thing is not 
that they shall understand, but that they 
shall feel something of what is serious and 
solemn. The fact that the child sees his 
elders full of devotion, and has to feel 
something of their devotions himself— 
that is what gives the service its meaning 
for him.” 

Rev. August E. Binder, pastor of St. 
Paul’s Evangelical Church, of Seattle, 
Wash., urges all members of the Evan- 
gelical and Reformed Church to join 
in writing to the President and Seere- 
tary of the Navy a protest against 
the “greatest naval demonstration in 
all history” planned for May 38 to June 
10, with 177 naval vessels and 577 air- 
planes in the north Pacifie waters, almost 
within sight of Japan, whose navy will 
likewise hold maneouvers at or about the 
likewise hold maneuvers at or about the 
same time. It is, as his appeal states, “a 
with consequences that could easily plunge 
this nation into war.” Residents of the 
Pacifie Northwest are keenly aware of the 
situation and ask our co-operation. Your 
individual protest added to those of others 
will help. This movement of protest has 
the endorsement of and is being sponsored 
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A CONFIRMATION BOOKLET 
(Popular Size—And Price! ) 


SMALL CONFIRMATION 
BOOKLET 


No. C-17. We are presenting for 
the first time a small Confirmation 
Booklet. The contents have been 
carefully prepared by Prof. Paul 
E. Kretzmann, and the booklet is 
designed in a very pleasing man- 
ner. One page is devoted to the 
“Certificate of Confirmation’ and 
the balance to suitable quotations 
and a Scripture verse. Size, 
4% x6% inches, 


Price, 15c; $1.50 per dozen. 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE EVANGELICAL AND 
REFORMED CHURCH 
THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 


1505 RACE ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA, 


by various peace organizations, principal 
among which are the National Council for 
the Prevention of War and the Federal 
Council of the Churches. 


In Greencastle Charge, Rev. G. Ermine 
Plott, pastor, February was observed as 
Foreign Mission month. In all services 
of Church and S. 8. special attention was 
given to Foreign Missions. Grace Church 
and 8. 8. gave $196.75 and Trinity Chureh 
and 8. 8. gave $59.01. Special credit is 
given Mr. H. S. Bittner and Mr. W. M. 
Minnich, who, after a year’s work, have 
completed a fund for the paying of a 
$1,000 note which had been carried for 
several years. Girls’ Missionary Guild will 
present “The Challenge of the Cross” Apr. 
7. Senior choir, under leadership of Mr. 
David Martin, will sing “Christ, the 
Victor” on Easter, in the evening. Lenten 
services are being held each Wednesday 
evening. The pastor exchanged pulpits 
with Rev. S. E. Lobach Mar. 10; Dr. Irvin 
W. Hendricks of Chambersburg had charge 
of service Mar. 20. 


Our friend, Mr. William Hull, of Me- 
Connellsburg, Pa., writes an interesting 
letter that he and his wife were in Florida 
in 1930, looking for an apartment in St. 


Petersburg. The landlady told them that . 


if they would take a certain apartment, 
they would have a minister and his wife 
as their neighbors, but she did not know 
“of what faith’. They took the apart- 
ment and the next morning, when Mr. Hull 
came out on the front porch, he saw his 
new neighbor reading the “Reformed 
Chureh Messenger”. By ‘way of  introdue- 
tion, Mr. Hull said to him, “Where did 
you get that paper?” 
lied, “What do you know about this pa- 


per?” “Well,” said Mr. Hull, “we have — 
been getting it im our home for a long 


time.” The new neighbors turned out to 
be Dr. and Mrs. Jairus P. Moore, and Mi 
and Mrs. Hull soon got to know the Moor 
very well. This is what he has to 
about it: “I want to say that I neve 
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then 82 years young (not old) and I was 
55, and how he did beat me playing shuf- 
fle! I have often said that through the 
‘Reformed Church Messenger’ I met one 
of the best men I ever knew.” 


Classical stated clerks are hereby re- 
quested not to destroy any surplus supplies 
of Classical and Parochial Statistical 
Blanks (Nos. 1 and 2) which they may still 
have in their possession for the 1932-1935 
Triennium. It is desired further that these 
stated clerks kindly advise the stated clerk 
of the General Synod with reference to any 
such surplus supply they may have in order 
that he may be able to meet inexpensively 
a possible emergency which might arise 
before the close of the present calendar 
year, 


Rey. Fred D. Wentzel will deliver the 
address at the Lenten service of Hope 
Church, Phila., on Thursday, Mar. 21. The 
young people will assume responsibility 
for this service, as the Men’s League, La- 
dies’ Aid, and Sunday School have for the 
attendance at other Lenten services. On 
Mar. 24 the Rev. Theophilus Hilgeman, mis- 
sionary to China, now on furlough, will 
preach at Hope Church. During a previous 
furlough he had supplied the pulpit of 
Hope Church for several months. On the 
evening of Mar. 24, Mr. C. Le Galley, of 
the Department of Missionary Education, 
will present the pictures of our work in 
Japan. A visitors’ register book has been 
presented to Hope Church by one of the 
young men, Edward Deiss. An appropriate 
desk has been made by Deacon Wm. Stahl; 
and a visitors’ ecard, artistically prepared, 
has been presented by Elder Wm. Deiss, 
whilst two young ladies, Miss Mary Rae 
and Miss Elaine Jackson, will provide the 
other material necessary and superintend 
the signing. On the first Sunday 7 names 
of visitors were inscribed on the register. 


The Chester Co., Pa., Federation of 
Churches held Lenten retreat at Shenkel 
Church, Rev. L. C. Gobrecht, pastor, on 
Mar. 6. The building was filled with wor- 
shippers from the different Churches. Rev. 
Mr. Gobrecht, president, presided. Wor- 
ship service was conducted by a group of 
Intermediate C. E. members from Linfield 
Church. Rev. C. H. Kehm read the Scrip- 
ture and offered the prayer. Combined 
choirs of Linfield and Shenkel Churches 
sang an anthem and led in the inspira- 
tional singing. Rev. T. H. Matterness pre- 
sented the meaning and usage of the 


- Lenten season and Rev. Mr. Gobrecht gave 


the evening meditation on the _ three 
crosses. Revs. William Y. Gebhart and R. 
E. Stout also took part. At the short busi- 
ness meeting that followed, it was decided 
to have another Lenten service at St. 
Vineent Church, Mar. 19. Churches rep- 
resented at the meeting were Shenkel, Lin- 
field, Pottstown Landing, St. Peter’s, 
Knauertown, St. Peter’s, Pikeland, St. 
Matthew’s, Anselma, St. Matthew’s, Lion- 
ville, East Vincent, St. Vincent, Brown- 
backs, St. Paul’s, Pottstown. 


St. Paul’s Reformed Church, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., Rev. L. G. Novak, pastor, reports the 
following: The American Cadets, Co. F., 
a group of growing boys captained by F. 
J. Bernhardy, observed the 10th anniver- 
sary of its founding on Feb. 22. Despite 
had weather conditions, a large audience 
was present to enjoy a splendid program. 
A 30 piece string orchestra from the city 
was on hand to render a number of fine 
classical compositions. In addition to the 


good music, Mayor William N. MeNair of 


Pittsburgh, was on the program. A num- 


ber of other speakers also praised the work 


of an organization devoted to the cause 
of training boys for Christian manhood. 
Many of the Cadets received awards for 


- efficiency and regular attendance. Rev. L. 


G. Novak was commissioned first lieut. 
in of the organization. Our best 
go with the work of this organiza- 
St. Paul’s Church will observe Lent 
holding a series of Home Lenten serv- 
ices in the several neighborhoods of the 


city. Groups will meet at the homes of 
Mr. and Mrs. George Fritz, Mrs. Anna 
Faas, Mrs. Emma Zeigler, and Mrs. L. Kno- 
bel, It is hoped that these meetings will 
be splendid opportunities for study and 
prayer. St. Paul’s will join with the Pro- 
testant Churches of Lawrenceville in ob- 
serving Holy Week in a special union serv- 
ice to be held at the Arsenal Junior High 
School April 17. 


CEDAR CREST COLLEGE 


The Cedar Crest Y. W. C. A. occupied its 
new quarters in the central reception room 
on the second floor of the Administration 
suilding at the college on March 18. 

Under the direction of Miss Phoebe 
Clark of Waterloo, N. Y., President, and 
Miss Charlotte Smith of Chatham, N. J., 
chairman of the Decorating Committee of 
the same organization, the room has been 
equipped with new drapes of monk’s cloth 
in checkered colors at the east windows, 
and with cream-colored net curtains at the 
three French doorways leading into the 
hallway at the main entrance. 


The room measures about 21x 30 feet, is 
provided with two large fireplaces, com- 
fortably upholstered arm and _ rocking 
chairs, a piano, and harmonious hangings. 

Among the activities of the Y. W. C .A. 
of Cedar Crest College are the series of 
four receptions for new students at the 
opening of college; weekly vespers held 
Sunday evening in the college chapel; 
Christmas baskets provided for needy fam- 
ilies in Allentown; a “birthday table” 
each month for the students who have cel- 
ebrated their natal days during the pre- 
ceding four weeks; card parties and other 
social events. 


According to a notice received by the 
Y. W. C. A. from President Roosevelt, the 
reception given to the new students by the 
organization may no longer be called the 
“Big and Little Sister Organization”, since 
President Roosevelt is going to use this 
title exclusively for activities of the New 
Deal. However, new students will be as- 
signed an upper classman who will cor- 
respond with her, meet her when she ar- 
rives in Allentown, and welcome her dur- 
ing orientation week. 


MISSION HOUSE COLLEGE 


The renaissance of Church choral music 
through a more popular appreciation is 
the aim of the Schola Cantorum, male 
chorus from Luther College, Decorah, 
Iowa, which appeared at Mission House 
College Wednesday afternoon, March 13. 
The chorus of 62 voices is directed by 
Prof. Theodore Nickel, trained in European 
circles, who is attempting to make his 
well-trained organization a definite factor 
in eleyating the standard of American 
sacred musie through the revival of the 
best in Church musie of the Old World. 
Their programs are drawn from the com- 
positions of the most famous masters of 
sacred song: Bach, Handel, Palestrina, 
Hasler, Shubert, Lotti, Grieg, Lindemann, 
and Sparre Olsen. The Schola Cantorum 
devotes its time wholly to the study and 
singing of Church musie and is probably 
the only organization of its kind to pre- 
sent a publie program entirely within the 
realm of the sacred. Featured with the 
chorus was Miss Louise Essex, interna- 
tionally known cellist, who will appear as 
soloist next month with the Philadelphia 
Philharmonie Orchestra in Carnegie Hall, 
New York. 


Press comments on the chorus are nu- 
merous and lavish. George F. Ogden says 
in the “Des Moines Register’: “The boys 
from Luther College are deserving of 
much praise for their splendid contribu- 
tion to the highest type of choral musie 
extant, the serious music of the Church.” 
August Borglum in the “Omaha, Neb., 
World Herald”, deseribes the concert as a 
“prilliant performance .... an evening 
of rare art in the realm of Chureh music.” 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Superintendent 


At the March meeting of the Exeeutive 
Committee, the bills due were approved 
and ordered to be paid by the treasurer. 
The balance in the current fund was found 
to be just about large enough to enable the 
treasurer to do that. The average monthly 
expenses are approximately $2,000. Dur- 
ing this time of the year the receipts are 
small and the Home needs much more 
than the usual income during this season 
to meet its current expenses early in April. 

During the past 16 years there has al- 
ways been a comfortable balance in our 
current fund from month to month. Our 
family has been growing steadily and that 
necessitates a corresponding increase in 
the income for maintenance. 

There is still another need we are fac- 
ing at present, which is also very unusual. 
The Superintendent was just informed that 
the canned fruits were all used up. He 
had been under the impression that there 
was enough for some months to come. We 
have still enough canned vegetables, but 
last summer there was a scarcity of fruit 
and much less canned fruit than usual 
was received, Our treasury being in such 
shape that we should not buy any, we 
would greatly weleome donations of this 
kind. 


MAGAZINES FOR HUPING 


Here is an idea the Secretary of the 
Board of Foreign Missions would like to 
pass on to the Chureh. It comes from 
Missionary Edwin A. Beek, who is our 
missionary representative in Huping Pri- 
vate Middle School, our school for young 
men at the Yochow station. There is a 
great lot of interesting reading material 
not being used in our Reformed Chureh 
homes, which would be especially helpful 
to the Chinese boys of Huping. Mr. Beck 
says: 

“T wonder whether there would be some 
way to make available to us used maga- 
zines, such as ‘Literary Digest’, ‘Readers’ 
Digest’, ‘Harpers’, ‘Seribners’, ‘Atlantie 
Monthly’, ‘American Magazine’, ‘World’s 
Work’, ‘Review of Reviews’, and such. I 
presume there are plenty of people who 
would be glad to pass on copies of such 
after they have had a look over; but the 
rub comes in thinking about it, and tak- 
ing the trouble to post them. Perhaps 
this is only an idle thought.” 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Superintendent 


We have organized our older boys into a 
governing council in their cottage. We 
asked the boys to elect one boy, we ap- 
pointed the second, and the two boys so 
elected were asked to choose a third. These 
boys will serve in Dietrich Cottage until 
July 1st. 

The body of our truck was rebuilt and 
prepared for inspection. The engine was 
in fair condition, This will enable us to 
postpone the purchase of another truck. 
The tractor during the past two years has 
cost us more than $100 annually for parts. 
According to its present condition a sim- 
ilar expenditure will be necessary this year. 
The purchase of a new tractor is undoubt- 
edly the most economical if our Board of 
Managers can find the $550 to make the 
change. 

The County Superintendent, Prof. Alvin 
Kemp, visited our schools during the past 
week and gave very helpful suggestions 
which will enable us to improve our schools. 

While the number of children at Bethany 
is the largest in history, the average age is 
younger. Last year we reported to Classis 
53 children between the ages of 15 and 17; 
this year the count is 35. This means less 
help from the children. This also accounts 
for the decrease in the number of children 
attending high school, as we only have 25 
as compared to 39 two years ago in Wom- 
elsdorf High School. 
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Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


ANT HILLS AND A WOOD BOX 
Cora M. Silvius 


Bobby Bush was an only child. Both 
Father and Mother believed that children 
should learn to take responsibility, but 
although they had talked much about this 
to Bobby, they had never really explained 
what it meant. 

They lived in a small town where they 
had to burn wood. Bobby was given the 
task of keeping the wood box filled. But 
what a terrible task it was! He declared 
that it made him wash his hands too 
often, and that he had to be brushing his 
clothes continually, for it was too much 
bother to put on overalls every time. Then 
Mother read a little book that set her 
to thinking. That evening she discussed 
the subject with Daddy. 

They agreed that they should take Bob- 
by into their confidence more than they 
had done. So the next day, which was 
Sunday, they invited him to go for a 
walk with them. They came upon a large 
ant hill where all the little citizens were 
working busily, and Daddy, who had read 
much about ants, recounted some of their 
habits and told of their manner of liv- 
ing. 

From that, he and Mother led the con- 
versation to their own home life. Father 
explained his particular duties and privi- 
leges; then Mother explained hers. “And 
what is my work?” asked Bobby. Daddy 
thought Bobby should consider it his place 
to go to the store whenever Mother want- 
ed him to go, and Mother said she would 
like him to take charge of watering the 
plants. 

“Then,” said Daddy, “of course there 
are many extra things that Mother and 
Daddy do for each other and for their 
son. They like to do these. Perhaps Bob- 
by will like to do extra things for Mother 
and Daddy from time to time.” 

Bobby thought he would. Then he ask- 
ed suddenly, “Would that mean filling the 
wood box?” 

“Tt might,” answered Mother, soberly. 
“But,” she added, “I’ve thought of a special 
plan for the wood box.” 

Bobby looked hopeful. 

“No one of us enjoys filling the wood 
box,” she continued, “so let us divide that 
piece of work and each do his own share 
or else pay to have it done.” 

There was a pause. 

“T don’t understand,” said Bobby. 
“Must I pay out of my allowance?” 

“Not unless you are unwilling to do 
your part, Son,” said Mother. “The wood 
money, at the beginning, is to be entirely 
separate. I have three tin boxes at home, 
and each has thirty pennies in it. One is 
for Daddy, one for Mother and one for 
Son. The wood box must be filled twice 
a day. Two cents is the price of each fill- 
ing. If Mother fills it, one cent goes to 
her from Daddy’s box and one from 
Son’s.” 

“T see,” said Bobby, “and if Daddy fills 
it, one cent goes to him from my box 
and one from yours, Mother.” 

“Yes, and if Bobby fills it, he gets the 
two cents—one from Mother’s box and 
one from Daddy’s,” said his Father. 

“May I spend the wood money I earn, 
Mother?” asked Bobby. 

“Yes, if you already have thirty pennies 


Verses to Memorize 


By GRENVILLE KLEISER 


ANTIDOTE 


The day began with dismal doubt, 
A stubborn thing to put to rout; 
But all my worries flew away 

When someone smiled at me today. 


in your money box. If not, it must go in- 
to the box.” 

There was another pause. 

“T see. But suppose I don’t ever bring 
in any wood and my pennies get used 
up paying to have it brought in. Then, 
what shall I do?” 

“T think you will probably think it fair 
to bring in some wood, and so get some 
pennies in your box.” 

“O, yes—Well, may I use my allowance 
money instead of bringing in wood if I 
want to?” 

“Yes.” 

“That’s great!” 

They were now far from the ant hill 
that had started the discussion, but Bobby 
was looking intently at the ground. Yes, 
here was another ant community. He 
watched the busy little creatures a min- 
ute. Then he looked at Mother and Dad- 
dy and smiled. “I think I'd like to bring 
in my share of the wood,” he said. 


“T am convinced that kindergarten edu- 
cation has a unique value and an essen- 
tial place in the American system of edu- 
cation.” —E, E. Rall, President, North 
Central College, Naperville, Illinois. 

If there is no kindergarten in your com- 
munity, why not work now to get one 
opened in your publie school, under a 
well-trained kindergartner? Write for ad- 
vice and information to the National Kin- 
dergarten Association, 8 West Fortieth 
Street, New York City. 


Suitor: “What did your father say when 
you told him I was getting $4,000 a year?” 

Girl: “He said you might be getting it, 
but you couldn’t earn it in a thousand 
years.” 


KINDNESS AND CHEER 


If you’d do an act of kindness, 
If you’d speak a word of cheer, 
If you’d keep your heart unblem- 
ished 
By living on sincere, 


You’d find your spirit smiling 
With a gleam of tender light, 

In tune with all that’s lovely, 
In tune with all that’s right. 


You'd find your pathway easy— 
No craggy hills to climb, 

That all of your transactions 
Would synchronize in rhyme. 


Rare blooming flowers, too, you’d 
find 
Deep strewn along your way; 
Life’s rare and sweet ambrosia 
Would cheer you every day. 
—Harry Troupe Brewer 
Hagerstown, Md. 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWER TO — A PARAGRAPH WITH 
TANGLED WORDS, No. 2 


“As I approve of a youth that has some- 
thing of the old man in him, so I am no 
less pleased with an old man that has some- 
thing of the youth. He that follows this 
rule may be old in body, but can never 
be so in mind.”’—Cicero. 


BEHEAD THE MISSING WORDS, No. 42 
THe to notice that something 
2 off) the man, and this 
to an argument. 


2. She wore a of clematis as she 
knelt to where a of sun- 
shine fell upon her. 

3. She followed the hunt for with 
her and tumbled some 


bramble bushes. 
4. The visited 


and found it a (2 


off) — of patriotism a striving 
for unity. 

5. They debated “ we enter the 

or go home?” 

6. He to prefer (2 off) to 
other fruits; though he has for 
apples. 

7. They were quite in using the 

with increasing skill. 


—A. M. S. 


Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


TORCH BEARERS 


Text, Matthew 5:16, “Even so let your 
light shine before men; that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father 
who is in heaven.” 

A candle will shine as soon as it is lit 
and will continue to shine as long as it 
burns. As soon as children give their 
hearts to Jesus they can begin to shine for 
Him. Jesus wants all His followers,—men, 
women, and children,—to be His torch 
bearers. 7 

Dr. Grenfell tells a story of how, at a 
dinner given in his honor, a lady remarked 
to him: “Is it true that you are a mission- 
ary?” “Isn’t it true that you are?” was 
his unexpected reply. Dr. Robert E. Speer 
says, “If you want to follow Jesus Christ, 
you must follow Him to the ends of the 
earth, for that is where He is going.” 

When Admiral Foote was in Siam he 
invited the royal dignitaries to a dinner on 
his vessel. As soon as the guests were 
seated at the table, the admiral, as was his 
invariable custom, asked a blessing upon 
the food. The king in surprise said he 
thought only missionaries asked blessings. 
“True,” replied the admiral quietly, “but 
every Christian is a missionary.” It is 
true, every Christian should be a mission- 
ary 

The first Children’s Mission Band was 
started over two hundred years ago by 
Count Zinzendorf of the Moravian Chureh, 
which is the greatest missionary Church in 
the world. It was called “The Order of 
the Grain of Mustard Seed.” It was start- 
ed by a boy for boys. He was ten years 
old when he organized it and it grew into 
one of the greatest missionary organiza- 
tions in the world, for it really was the 
beginning of the Moravian Chureh, It was 
true some years ago, and I suppose it is 


true today, that one out of every sixty of 
its members is a foreign missionary. — 
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‘The Mission Band of today is composed 
mostly of girls, but boys are also weleome 
to become members. Out of the Mission 
Bands of today will come many of the 
Church members and missionaries of the 
future, and they will develop into Girls’ 
Missionary Guilds and Missionary Societies 
as the members grow up and mature. The 
best equipped Church is the one which has 
all three of these organizations in its midst. 
One time a Mission Band had finished its 
mission study course, in which the teacher 
had been telling them a great deal about 
missionaries and the story of their work. 
Before they separated for the summer they 
were having an examination. One of the 
questions was: “Where was Samuel J. 
Mills born?” One of the boys answered, 
“Under a haystack.” ° 

Why did the boy give that answer? Be- 
cause he had been told that in 1806 Samuel 
J. Mills was a student in Williams College, 
up in Massachusetts. At that time, 129 
years ago, there was no Mission Band, no 
Missionary Society, and no Mission Board 
in America. One day Samuel J. Mills ask- 
ed four of his friends among the students 
of the college to meet with him under the 
trees behind the college. They talked about 
the need of sending the gospel to the 
heathen. A thunderstorm came up and it 
began to rain heavily, but, seeing a large 
haystack near by, they went under it and 
continued their meeting They held a mis- 
sionary prayer meeting under the haystack, 
and prayed that God should open the hearts 
of the Christians of America to send the 
gospel to other lands. The American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions was 
born there. A monument, surmounted by 
a globe of marble, representing the world 
was erected on the spot where that hay- 
stack had stood. 

A Scotch lad was lying in the heather 
beside a mountain stream looking up at the 
clouds. The brook was singing a pretty 
lullaby, and he went to sleep. He dreamt 
that he saw a glorious light, and a golden 
chariot drawn by horses of fire stopped 
at his feet. He saw no one, but heard a 
sweet voice saying, “Come up hither; I 
have work for thee to do.” He rose to 
follow the golden chariot, but when he 
stood upon his feet he awoke and then he 
knew it wasa dream. He never forgot the 
call from the golden chariot, and this is 
how he answered it: one day he went to 
his room, locked the door, knelt down be- 
side his bed and talked to God: “O Lord, 
Thou knowest that silver and gold to give 
to the missionary cause I have none, What 
I have I give unto Thee. I offer myself; 
wilt Thou accept the gift?” God did ac- 
cept the gift, and Alexander Duff became 
one of the greatest preachers of the mis- 
sionary gospel the world ever heard, and 
one of the first and finest missionaries to 
the great land of India, 

God is ever calling, and usually it is a 
child whom He calls so that He may have 
the benefit of the whole life in His serv- 
ice. Before Alexander Duff reached India 
he was twice shipwrecked. In the first 
shipwreck he lost everything,—his clothes, 
his trunks, and 800 books which he had 
brought along. Only his Bible was washed 
ashore of all his books. The first night in 
India he slept in a heathen temple. He 
first started a school to give the Hindu 
boys a good education, and there they 
studied the Bible. The first day he had 
five boys; at the end of the week, three 


-hundred boys, and in a few years, a thou- 


sand boys and splendid school buildings. 
Fidelia Fiske was a graduate of Mount 
Holyoke College; then she became a teach- 
er, and then the president of the college. 
She went to Persia as a missionary. When 
she arrived there, she could not speak a 
word of Persian. She first learned two 
words, “give” and “daughters”; then she 
went through the streets and into the 
homes and said, “Give me your daughters.” 
She taught them and prayed for them and 
taught them to pray; and many became 
Christians. She taught them to sew, knit, 
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read, write and pray. When she died a 
little girl wrote to America, “Is there an- 
other Miss Fiske in your country?” And 
some one said of her, “She was like Jesus.” 

Wonderful progress has been made in 
medical missions during the past thirty 
years. But medical missions date from 
the beginning of the Christian. Jesus Him- 
self was the first and greatest medical 
missionary. Peter’s house was the first 
free Christian dispensary. We read in the 
Acts: “All they that had any sick with 
divers diseases brought them unto him; 
and he laid his hands on every one of them, 
and healed them.” 

A native of India made this significant 
statement about medical missions: “We 
are not afraid of your books, for we need 
not read them; we are not afraid of your 
schools, for we need not send our chil- 
dren to them; we are not afraid of your 
preaching, for we need not listen. But 
your Zenana workers get at our homes, and 
your doctors get at our hearts, and when 
you have got our hearts and our homes, 
you have got all.” 

A light will shine wherever it is or 
wherever it is carried; so will the Christian 
and his gospel. Though some missionaries 
may seem to have failed, God brings vic- 
tory out of apparent defeat. A Moravian 
missionary named George Smith went to 
Africa. He had been there but a short 
time and had only one convert, a poor 
woman, when he was driven from the coun- 
try. They found this man dead one day 
He had died praying for the Dark Conti- 
nent. Failure? And yet when they cele- 
brated the one hundredth anniversary of 
the founding of that mission, they learned 
that a company, accidentally stumbling 
upon a place where he had prayed, had 
found the copy of the Scripture he had 
left. They also found one aged woman 
who was his convert. They sought to sum 
up his brief life, and reckoned more than 
thirteen thousand living converts that had 
sprung from that life which seemed such a 
failure. 


Smith: “The last time I was at the shore 
I flirted with a girl and she called a police- 
man.” 

Brown: “You are lucky. The last time 
I flirted with a girl she called a clergy- 
man.” 


Children’s Corner 


By Alliene De Chant Seltzer 


A boy, whom my father baptized fifteen 
years ago, died the other day, after being 
shot by a gun that “wasn’t loaded.” Every- 
thing that a hospital and skilled doctors 
eould do, was tried, but . . but David 
died. His picture is on my desk, and I 
eannot believe that he is dead — that 


FOOD FACTS 


Did You Know That: 

—Rum and butter are the in- 
gredients of a new com- 
bination spread. 

— Adding pectin makes it pos- 
sible to market’ strained 
honey in loaves. 

—A new stout, to which milk 
sugar has been added, is 


sold as “milk stout.” 
——A trial shipment of sweet 


potatoes has been made 
from Maryland to Great Bri- 
tain. It is said that but one 
in ten Britons is acquainted 
with this vegetable. 
These “food facts” are compiled 
by the Division of Consumer 
Information, New Jersey State 
Department of Agriculture. 
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Make Appropriate Confirmation 
and Easter Gifts 


ASPECIAL REFERENCE BIBLE, 
No. 298814, costs only $1.25. 


It is printed in black-faced type 
on good Bible paper, and is mod- 
ified self-pronouncing. It contains 
32 full-page reproductions in 
photogravure of scenes in the 
Holy Land, 80,000 center-column 
references, and 16 pages of col- 
ored maps. Bound in fine grain 
Persianette with flexible overlap- 
ping covers, gold stamping, and 
red edges, it makes an admirable 
gift. 


BIBLE No. 4988. Teacher’s Edi- 
tion, $2.00. Printed in black-face 
modern type, self-pronouncing, on 
good Bible paper. 


48 Illustrations 


Contains a beautiful series of 16 
colored illustrations, and 32 pho- 
togravure reproductions of scenes 
in the Holy Land. 


Teacher’s Helps 


Complete concordance, dictionary 
of 3,000 persons, places and sub- 
jects, chronologies, Biblical gazet- 
teer, 16 pages of colored maps. 
80,000 center-column references. 
Strongly bound in long lasting 
leatheroid, French morocco grain, 
flexible, overlapping covers, gold 
titles, red under gold edges, head- 
bands and marker. 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE EVANGELICAL AND 
REFORMED CHURCH 
THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 
1505 RACE ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA, 


cheery, laughing, irresistible boy, whom 
everybody loved, and who planned to do 
so much in the years that lie ahead. And 
so I wish, Oh! How I wish that you 
wouldn’t play with guns, not even with 
toy ones. When I see you playing Indians, 
you’re always shooting somebody. Not all 
Indians were blood-thirsty — the white 
folks made them so. They loved their pa- 
pooses and loved them just as much as 
David’s parents loved him. Why! Right now 
our Evangelical and Reformed Church is 
caring for more than 100 little Indians at 
our Winnebago School in Neillsville, Wis- 
consin. It makes my heart ache, too, to 
hear you say, “Come on, now, Stick ’em 
up!” for some day you might turn out to 
be an Al Capone, and that would be . 
horrible! Other games are exciting. Even 
a backyard post with a peach basket on it, 
draws a gang right here on Goepp street. 
Why not try kite-flying that Japanese boys 
like so much? Baseball, soccer, volley ball 
and roller skates can make a tor-men- 
dous amount of noise! So, remembering 
David, who was shot by a gun that “wasn’t 
loaded,” I beg of you to have ABSOLUTE- 
LY NOTHING TO DO WITH GUNS!!! 
Promise? 


Doris was radiant over a recent addi- 
tion to the family and rushed out to tell 
a passing neighbor. 

“Oh, you don’t know what we’ve got 
upstairs!” 

“What is it?” the neighbor asked. 

“A new baby brother,” said Doris, and 
she watched very closely the effect of 
her announcement. 

“You don’t say so!” the neighbor ex- 
claimed. “Is he going to stay?” 

“T think so,” said Doris. ‘“He’s got his 
things off.” 


16 


The Family Altar 


By Rev. Purd E. Deitz 


HELPS FOR THE WEEK OF MAR, 25-31 


Memory Verse: “Grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 


Christ.” IT Peter 3:18. 
Memory Hymn: “In the Cross of Christ 
I Glory.” (165) 


Theme: Review: Lessons from the Life 
and Letters of Peter. 


Monday—Peter Urges Devotion 
I Peter 5:6-11 


The apostle knew what devotion costs. 
He had eaten his “humble pie’”—but there 
was no bitter after-taste, only the sweet- 
ness of forgiving love. He had learned to 
trust all to Heaven, and let his anxieties 
slip away. He had discovered that we 
mortals must ever be on guard against an 
adversary who ean be defeated only 
through faith. Therefore he counselled un- 
remitting devotion. Is it too much to say 
that the Kingdom work lags in our day 
because we have forgotten this counsel? 

Prayer: Wherein am I lacking? What 
still holds me back from complete devo- 
tion? Let me, O Father, offer all I am and 
have to Thee. 


Tuesday—Peter Urges Growth 
II Peter 3:14-18 
This is a difficult epistle to understand, 
with many allusions that must have been 
clearer in the day it was written than 
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THE PASTOR SAYS: 


The recent wholesale political mur- 
ders in Germany would seem to indi- 


cate that the appeal to worship the 
pagan gods in Germany is bearing 
>much fruit. 
—Now and Then. 


they are now. But it ends on a note so 
positive that its echoes ring on today like 
a string on the piano responds to the 
plucking of a tuning fork of like pitch. 
“Grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord,”’—here is a message we can respond 
to. Not that we understand growth. It is 
a mystery as to its impulse and process; 
but we do know what it means, and we 
ean determine to let the sunshine of love 
and the rain of trials and tears be to us 
the means of growth. 

Prayer: I thank Thee, O God, for the 
gift of newness of life through Thy Spirit. 
It is a glorious thing to be “born again.” 
Now show me how I ean grow in grace, 
unto the “measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ!” 


Wednesday—Peter Confesses Christ 
Luke 9:18-26 

There are some incidents that are im- 
perishable, and this in Peter’s experience 
is such a one, to be cherished and valued 
not only for its testimony to the impres- 
sion made by Jesus upon His friends, but 
as a living reminder of the only true esti- 
mate of His personality. He is the Anoint- 
ed of God. He is more than a vrophet, He 
is the unique One on Whom God has laid 


Lenten Season Food Customs 
Meet Health, Economic Needs 


Ancient Dietary Customs Are Confirmed By Modern Science 
Teachings, Mr. Jackson Points Out 


By FRED W. JACKSON 
Director, Division of Consumer Information 
Department of Agriculture, Trenton, N. J. 


Probably no period of the year 
brings to our minds more sober 
thoughts of food than does the Len- 
ten season. Meditation and a period 
of fasting mark the annual observ- 
ance of this forty-day commemora- 


tion. We are reminded of the asso- | 


ciation throughout the ages of food 
with things spiritual. Early food 
habits were frequently based on 
religious precepts. Some of these 
laws, dating back to Old Testament 
beliefs, have served to guide man 
in the selection and use of his foods 
when so little was known of food 
values. There are numerous in- 
stances of the important role of 
canonical ritual in relation to many 
foods. 


Religion and Science 


It is of interest to note that the 
use of many of the foods recom- 
mended in religious ordinances is 
confirmed by our modern scientific 
findings. Similarly, certain foods 
banned by the teachings of early 
priests are proved by our newer 
knowledge to be undesirable. In 
fact some of our government regu- 
lations enforced to maintain and to 
protect the food standards of today 
are based largely on the fundamen- 
tals recognized in early teachings. 

Modern Lenten fasting usually 
calls-to mind an increased use of 
dairy products and vegetables. Milk, 
butter, cream cheeses of all kinds, 
and eggs are freely used. 


Here is an outstanding example 
of how a religious custom very con- 
cisely embraces proved principles 
of science. These foods, especially 
milk, eggs, fruits and vegetables— 
used as the main constituents of 
many Lenten dishes—are known as 
the “protective foods.” They furn- 
ish those health essentials which 
are so often lacking in our diets. 
They contribute body-building pro- 
tein, energy sustaining fats and car- 
bohydrates, but more especially, 
they furnish minerals and vitamins. 


Milk Foods in Lent 


In times like the present many 
practices and customs are tempered 
by economic conditions. However, 
these valuable protective foods are 
now available and inexpensive. 
Milk of quality and dairy products 
are abundant and fresh. Nearby 
fresh New Jersey eggs are one of 
the few items now obtainable at 
declining prices. 

Religious doctrines nourishing 
the spiritual, scientifie truths point- 
ing to maintenance of bodily health 
and the fundamental need for econ- 
omy thus join in the endorsement 
of the use of these protective foods 
during Lent. 

The benefits of such a rare com- 
bination need not be confined to a 
forty-day period. All three of these 
principles could contribute much 
comfort and satisfaction during the 
balance of the year. 
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the burden of the world, and Who offers 
Himself for the sake of the coming King- 
dom. He is a man, but His humanity has 
the great plus sign of the Cross upon it. 
Prayer: As I think on Peter’s great con- 
fession, may I discover afresh the mean- 
ing of Christ for my own soul, and be 
willing to bear witness of my changed life, 


Thursday—Peter’s Fall and Rise 
Mark 14:66-72 


One of the values of studying Peter’s 
experiences is that he is like us. The Serip- 
ture does not spare him, but reveals his 
faults and foibles as well as his excellen- 
cies and lovableness. He has his “ups and 
downs” in life, and especially in his spir- 
itual pilgrimage. When I read of him 
denying his Lord, I can only think of how 
often I have done the same,—yes, even 
in the same manner and for the same rea- 
sons. By word of mouth, with repetition, 
and because of fear. And how often in 
ways that are more subtle but equally 
damning to my soul! But tears can help 
to wash away the anger, and the restora- 
tion is near to the repentant heart. Lift 
me up, dear Lord. 


Friday—Peter Preaches to Jews 
Acts 2:36-42 

A preacher was encouraging men to win 
others for Christ. “Get someone your size,” 
was the challenge he threw out, and that 
seems to be the call that comes from 
Peter’s example. He was not afraid to 
speak to his own people first of all, and 
to face them with the fact of sin and 
the hope of repentence. 

Just where does this lesson find me? 
Am I really daring to speak out boldly 
to my own kind, to people my size? It _ 
is easier to give to foreign missions or 
remote charities than to help with the 
problems of those of standing and culture 
near at hand. Mass evangelism is easier — 
than meeting my neighbor as man to man, 
Give me new courage, O God. ; ~ 


Saturday—Peter Preaches to Gentiles — 
Acts 15:6-11 J 

This was so hard for Peter to see at ~ 
first; and Paul seems to intimate in Gala- , 
tians 2 that the later drew back. But in 


the meantime, as a leader in the infant * 
Church, he had accomplished a remark- 2, 
able advance, and had opened the door for Ld 
a world-wide Christianity. a 


It is as hard for us now to go back across 
that invisible line he stepped over, as it 
was for him then. We have little work for 
the Jews, and find it hard even to give 
them our objective understanding. But | 
Peter when he declared that “God... 
made no distinction between us and them,” 
laid down the only true prineiple of 
brotherhood. ; 

Prayer: Save me, O Christ, from draw- — 
ing lines, that shut others out. 


Sunday—“Seek Ye the Lord” 
Tsaiah 55:6-13 
Certainly Simon the son of Jonas knew 
this tender and solemn passage from the — 
prophet. Did he often think of it, espe- 
cially in his later years, when he review- — 
ed his experiences with the Master? God’s — 
ways with him were not easy, and he had 
to discover that human ways are far re- 
moved from divine ways, but in the end 
there is joy and peace, for God’s word does — 
not return. unto Him void. : 
Prayer: O my soul, “seek ye the Lord 
while He may be found. i Ly 
folly and frenzy, with all thy denial ¢ 
bitterness, come back to thy God. 
will have mercy, and thou shalt find 1 
Simon that thou canst in the end be fi 
as a Rock. 
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eat our torcat preserves.” 

City Boy: “You’ve got oid 
we can eat our traffic jams.”— 
Globe. 
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EAST OHIO CLASSIS 

East Ohio Classis met in Israel Church, 
Paris, Ohio, Feb. 18 and 19, Rev. D. A. 
Sellers, pastor. Messages of rich spiritual 
content and challenge were brought by 
President Rev. W. F. Kissel, Revs. L. S. 
Hegnauer, E, E. Zechiel and E. W. Seibert. 

There were in attendance two of the 
four ministers who were ordained over 50 
years ago, Dr. E. P. Herbruck and Dr. J. 
H. Steele, the former having attended the 
sessions of this Classis or its predecessor 
for 59 years, of which 49 were spent as 
pastor and pastor emeritus of Trinity 
Church, Canton. 

During the year the work of Evangelism 
was carried on with a marked degree of 
faithfulness by means of special services 
and lay and pastoral visitation, the Lenten 
season having been used especially for this 
purpose. The gain in membership, how- 
ever, only exceeds the losses by 1930. 

The emphasis on Christian Education has 
continued. Many Standard Leadership 
credits were received in Tiffin Summer 
School, community schools, and pastors’ 
classes. Three leadership conferences were 
held during the year with a large attend- 
ance. Besides the Sunday Schools a num- 
ber of Vacation Schools were conducted. 
Religious drama, Prince of Peace Contests 
and Stewardship Essay and Poster con- 
tests have been used for Christian Educa- 
tion. Christian Endeavor seems to be “re- 
covering some of its lost radiance with im- 
proved programs.” 

This Classis is growing into a most cor- 
dial relationship with the six Churches of 
the former Evangelical Synod within its 
bounds. There have been exchanges of 
pulpits and other forms of co-operation. 

The treasurer’s report showed 47144% of 
the apportionment paid, four congregations 
paying in full. The Kingdom Roll Call 
was fostered by the Missionary and Stew- 
ardship Committee, the co-operation of the 
Churches being good in the main. The 
indications are that at least 55% of the 
apportionment will be paid this year. 

The officers for the coming year are: 
President, Rev. D. A. Sellers; vice-presi- 
dent, Rey. A. H. Elshoff; stated clerk, Rev. 
HH. N. Smith; treasurer, Elder Martin Coy. 

—E. E. E. 


CHRISTIANITY AND SOCIAL 
PROGRESS 


(Continued from Page 2) 


success. The titles of the lectures indi- 
cate that they come from a mind that is 
thoroughly awake to the new problems 
which have recently emerged over the 
horizons of our Christian experience, or, 
in any event, are demanding an emphasis 
today that they did not receive but a little 
while ago in the Christian consciousness. 
Beginning with Religion and Social Be- 


haviour, Dr. Mathews shows that it is 


essential to an understanding of Chris- 
tianity to be historically-minded. Thus he 
refutes the superficial idea that the im- 
maturities of our religious life are to be 
corrected by adopting the beliefs and at- 
titudes of the early Church. The converse 
is equally true. It, is no answer to the 
Christian claim for the skeptic to point 
out the limitations and superstitions of 
the early Christian communities. As Dr. 
Mathews puts it, “It is as unscientific as 
it would be to belittle chemistry because 
chemists once explained fire by phlogiston, 
or radio activity because alchemists be- 
lieved in the philosopher’s stone”. “In- 
stitutions have grown out of institutions, 
customs out of customs, social habits and 
classes have changed as economic con- 
ditions have altered.” In other words, 
Dr. Mathews accepts a dynamic view of 
soicety which carries as its most essential 
implication, the conviction that the com- 
plete salvation of mankind lies in the fu- 
ture and involves the continuous correction 
of all its inherent evils by reference not 
alone to the past but also to those ideas 
and ideals which are continually emerg- 


ing. 
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In his second lecture the author deals 
with Christianity as an Aspect of West- 
ern Civilization; in the third, with the 
Moral Nature of the Christian Religion; 
in the fourth, with Christianity and the 
Individual; and in the fifth, with Chris- 
tianity and the Morality of Groups. Ob- 
viously each of these subjects springs 
from the prevalent religious situation. The 
treatment is not only wise, it is also frank 
and searching. The appeal to the author’s 
immediate audience was surely greatly 
enhaneed by the candor with which he 
discards so many of the conventional 
claims made by religious apologists. The 
reviewer remembers an article by the late 
Sir William Robertson Nicoll, in the 
“British Weekly”, in which that prince 
of editors claimed practically every moral 
advance that had been made in the last 
19 centuries for Christianity, but Dr. 
Mathews admits that while such credit is 
not unwarranted, it is not exclusive. One 
can see at a glance that this is much bet- 
ter strategy than to claim more than can 
be proved. 


The last two lectures deal with Chris- 
tianity and Economics, and with Chris- 
tianity and Internationalism. Probably it 
is not to discredit Christianity to admit 
that it has failed grievously in both of 
these fields. The modern world situation 
has crept upon the Church like a thief in 
the night. The average Christian, driven 
by the necessity of solving his own prob- 
lems, has gone about his work and given 
little thought to the new conditions which 
demand a new morality. To take a single 
illustration: We have the impersonality of 
a corporation which in so many instances 
is the present day employer of labor. The 
managers of industry have been able to 
vote themselves inordinately high salaries 
and bonuses, while giving little thought 
to the conditions under which the rank 
and file of their employees, whom they do 
not know, have to live. Thus abuses have 
developed which are utterly incompati- 
ble with a Christian social order. A cure 
will not be effected by bitter censure but 
by education and the application of Chris- 
tian principles in the manner that Dr, 
Mathews suggests. 


This is also true of Christianity and 
Internationalism. Notwithstanding the 
catholic claims made by the Church of 
Rome, international morality presents the 
greatest failure of organized religion. The 
recrudescence of nationalism since the 
Great War is an illustration. Rarely, if 
ever, do statesmen in their diplomatic re- 
lations with the agents of other govern- 
ments try to think in Christian terms 
though they themselves may be devout 
members of Christian Churches. Their 
constant effort is to secure the best terms 
they can and they have no scruples about 
throwing morality into the discard. As 
Dr. Mathews confessed to his non-Chris- 
tian audience, “We are attempting to face 
problems of worldwide extent by the 
techniques of the tribe or the isolated na- 
tion. It is no wonder that nations turn 
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GOD'S SEARCH FOR MAN 
By Karl Barth 
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Translated by 
George W. 


LOUARD THURNEYSEN.Ce-Adher Richards, D.D., 
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The companion book to his other 
volume of sermons, COME HOLY 
SPIRIT, this new collection of his 
most powerful sermons preached 
during the present period of reli- 
gious stress in Germany, contains 
his THE GOOD SHEPHERD, 
JESUS THE LORD (suitable for 
Easter sermon), FACE TO FACE 
WITH THE VITAL QUESTION, 
THE MYSTERIOUS GOSPEL, 
LAZARUS, PRAY ARIGHT, THE 
NEW BEGINNING, etc. These 
sermons reassure one that a new 
religious fervor and a deepening 
spiritual strength has arisen in 
Germany. One of the most valu- 
able of the Barth books. 


Price $2.00, Postpaid 
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from the endless debates of legislatures 
that have preferred loquacity to intelli- 
gence, and are submitting themselves to a 
control in whose organization they have 
no real part.” Doubtless this refers to 
fascism: Hitler, Mussolini, and Stalin, 


His conclusion is that the work of 
Christianity is to “impregnate social 
change with the ideals that it has con- 
served as the contribution of its Founder.” 
Notwithstanding the fact that this book 
was originally prepared for a constituency 
far removed from the American scene, this 
fact does not diminish its value for the 
American reader in the slightest degree. 
Probably it increases it because fewer as- 
sumptions of knowledge on the part of his 
hearers or readers could be made by the 
author, and his preparation was therefore 
more careful. The style is clear and 
cogent, the factual basis sound, and the 
argument convincing. It is a book which 
can be read with profit by every teacher 
of religion and by all who are interested 
in the application of the message of Jesus 
to the life of our day. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 


Sunday, March 31, being Review Sun- 
day, no notes are furnished. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


March 31: “Why Join the Church?” 
Eph. 1:22, 23; 2:19-22. 


There is a variety of answers which 
people are accustomed to give to this ques- 
tion. These answers hinge upon the econ- 
ception which folks have of the Church 
itself. Some think of the Church as a 
mere human organization, very much like 
a lodge, a club, a society. To such “join- 
ing the Church” means nothing more nor 
less than joining a fraternity, or a social 
organization. The easy way in which 
some folks come to identify themselves 
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with the Church would indicate the low 
conception which they have of this insti- 
tution. They are free and easy “joiners”. 
They join everything that comes down the 
road, and the Church is simply one of 
these many. Some even say that they be- 
long to a lodge or some ethical culture 
society and they see no need of belonging 


also to the Church. 
There are 
because they 


others who join the Church 
think it is the respectable 
thing to do. The best people in the com- 
munity belong to it and, therefore, in order 
to maintain a degree of respectability they 
too must join. Of course, this is a very 
perfunctory performance; such people are 
mere hangers-on and seldom, if ever, be- 
come vitally integrated into the life of the 
Chureh. Such people are opportunists 
and think more about their own social 
standing than they do about the Church. 
I have heard of business firms, of certain 
professional concerns, where the members 
join different Churches in order to win 
the patronage of the members of these 
Churches. There are still others who join 
the Church because they think it is the 
right thing to do, but they do not under- 
stand the meaning and significance of it. 
They take the whole thing as a matter of 
course. They were brought up in a Chris- 
tian home, they went to Sunday School 
and to the catechetical class and then in 
due time joined the Church, because they 
were expected to do so, but they are un- 
able to state just why they did it. Of 
course, they may learn the reasons after- 
wards, for it is one of the interesting 
things of our religion that in order to live 
it we do not need to know all about it, 
and as we live it we come to know more 
and more about it. 


The real reason for joining the Church 
is found in the nature of the Church itself. 
The Church is “the body of Christ”. This 
is the New Testament definition. This im- 
plies more than being a mere society, or 
a man-made institution. Man did not 
make the Church. The Church is the pro- 
jection of Christ into humanity, into his- 
tory. It is Christ Himself by His life and 
spirit fillmg men and women who share 
His life and spirit in fellowship with Him 
and with one another. Consequently, when 
a person joins the Church he or she volun- 
tarily identifies him or herself with Christ. 
The Church member becomes a member of 
Christ, and thus a partaker of all His ben- 
efits. Just like my arm becomes a mem- 
ber of my body and partakes of the total 
life of my body, so the Church member 
becomes a vital part of Christ and Christ 
now fills and vitalizes the member, and 
there is the most intimate relation be- 
tween the two, just as in the vine and the 
branches, 

If we conceive of the Chureh in this 
sense Church membership becomes an ab- 
solute necessity if one would share the 
blessings and benefits of Christ. Just as 
well might my arm say that it could func- 
tion and be strong without being inter- 
grated into my body, as for an individual 
to say that he ean live for Chrsit without 
the vital, organic relation through His 
Church. 

By joining the Church I consciously, de- 
liberately enter into this vital relationship 
with Christ. I believe that through such 
an intimate oneness with Him I can serve 
Him better than by being separate and 
alone. Furthermore, by joining the Church 
I enter into relation with Christ’s people. 
In this sense the Church constitutes a fel- 
lowship of believers, a society of Christ 
minded, spirit filled people. I identify my- 
self with them. I share their faith, their 
hope, their love, their experience, and to- 
gether we can do far more for Christ than 
each could do apart from the other. 


I also join the Church because through 
the Chureh I can best serve my Lord and 
my fellowmen. In the atmosphere of the 
Church, witk~its worship, its praise and 
prayer, its preaching and its high ethical 
and moral standards my own spiritual and 
religious life will grow and develop. The 
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Chureh is “the mother of us all,” and as 
a mother not only gives birth to her chil- 
dren, but nurses and nourishes and teaches 
and trains them, so the Church nurtures 
my spiritual life. In the Church I live and 
grow and serve. Life comes to fullest ex- 
pression and completest development. 
Therefore, my young friend, join the 
Church, make it an object of your highest 
love and devotion. Join, even though you 
do not fully understand its significance. 
You may far more readily come to under- 
stand it if you are within its fold than if 
you remain on the outside. 


ZION’S CLASSIS 


The 115th annual meeting of Zion’s 
Classis was held at Grace Church, York, 
Pa., the Rev. I. A. Raubenhold, pastor, on 
Feb. 11 and 12. The speaker for the open- 
ing session was the Rev. Dr. A. V. Cassel- 
man. He gave a very interesting account 
of our foreign mission work. Foreign 
Mission Day was postponed one week so 
as to give him an opportunity to give a 
message to Zion’s Classis to stimulate 
greater interest. 

The new officers are: Rev. Roy W. Lim- 
bert of Dover, president; Dr. C. P. Rice, 
vice president; Rev. Charles R. Zweizig, 
corresponding secretary; Rev. Truman A. 
Crist, reading clerk; Rev. Oliver S. Hart- 
man, stated clerk; Rev. Dr. E. O. Keen, 
treasurer. 

A marked increase in finances was noted. 
Fifteen congregations of Classis paid their 
apportionment in full. They are as fol- 
lows: the Kreutz Creek Charge composed 
of Trinity, Canadochly and Locust Grove; 
the Dover Charge composed of Salem, Shi- 
loh and Dover; Fiely congregation of the 
Dillsburg Charge; St. John’s Charge com- 
posed of St. John’s and Emanuel; St. Paul’s 
the Paradise Charge, and the following 
York congregations: Memorial, Grace, 
Trinity First, Heidelberg and Bethany. 

A membership increase was also reported 


of 130. Last year an increase of 88 was 
reported, It is hoped that this will con- 
tinue. 


The greatest number of legacies in many 
years was reported in the parochial re- 
ports. They include various sums of 
money, Rey. iChas. E. Zweizig reported a 
parsonage for Bethany congregation; the 
Rev. Oliver K. Maurer, a woodland for 
Emanuel congregation at Freysville; lega- 
cies were reported by Rev. Howard F. 
Boyer for St. Stephen’s Church, York; the 
Rey. Dr. E. O. Keen for Memorial Church, 
York, and the Rev. Walter E. Garrett for 
the Locust Grove Church. 

The report of the State of the Church 
by Rey. Paul I. Kuntz was very good. We 
will present two paragraphs only as given 
by the press: “When the world gets along 
better, the Church will get along better 
also. Opposed to this there was a time 
when, although it had neither silver nor 
gold, the Church turned the world upside 
down to right it, instead of the Church 
waiting or hoping for the world to turn it 
right-side up financially or in any other 
conceivable way. 

“The Church should beat life into hum- 
ble submission, if must be, and fashion it 
like potter’s clay into the form of Christ, 
instead of the Church being beaten and 
battered into non-resemblance to Christ by 
the exigencies of life itself,” 

The Annual Consistorial Conference was 
held Tuesday evening following the meet- 
ing of Classis. Ministers and members of 
consistories said it was the best ever held 
in Zion’s Classis. Rev. Oliver K. Maurer 
and Rev. Dr. Allan 8. Meck led the laymen 
in a discussion, Mr. Maurer for the dea- 
cons and Dr. Meck for the elders. The lay- 
men actually expressed themselves and 
went away feeling that something had 
been done. We would recommend the 


using of local men and the same method. 


in every Classis. 

The fall meeting of Zion’s Classis will be 
held Sept. 23 and 24 in Emanuel Church, 
Freysville, Rev. Oliver K. Maurer, pastor, 
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FOR LENTEN READING 


Mary Borden’s 
KING OF THE JEWS 


Mary Borden takes up once more 
the great story that began in 
“Mary of Nazareth.’ The book 
starts where the other ended, on 
the day of the Crucifixion. It 
deals with events in Jerusalem 
and Galilee during the forty days 
that followed. $2.50 


Christ Speaks from Calvary 


Edward J. Rees $1.00 


The Garment of the Living God 


Y. Simpson. $2.75 


The Revealing Christ 
Bishop J. dew. 


Testament of Love 
H. L. Simpson. 


Perry. $1.50 

$1.00 

That Strange Man Upon His Cross 
Richard Roberts. $1.25 


Victories of the Cross 
W. A. Stanbury. 


What Did Jesus Think? 
S. B. Sherman. 
H. A. Prichard. 


The Riches of Christ 
Bede Frost. 


$1.00 


$2.50 


$1.75 


Morning and Evening 
J. D. Jones. 


$2.00. 


The Gate of Life 


Dean Inge. $1.00 
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and the winter meeting on Feb. 10 and 11 
at Emanuel Church, York, Pa., Rev. Oliver 
S. Hartman, pastor.—Howard F. Boyer. 


THE LATE DR. J. P. MOORE 
By Henry K. Miller 

It was largely owing to Dr. Moore’s en- 
couragement that I became a missionary to 
Japan. From boyhood I felt called to the 
foreign field, but upon graduation from 
the theological seminary I hesitated to 
take the decisive step, shrinking from un- 
dertaking a work for which I doubted my 
fitness. Fortunately at this critical time 
I met Dr. Moore on the Franklin and Mar- 
shall College campus in Lancaster, Pa., and ~ 
told him of my desire to go to Japan as a 
missionary and of my misgivings about 
my qualifications. He expressed the be- . 
lief that I was the man that the Board “ 
was then seeking, and urged me to send . 
in my application. The Board, after due — a 
examination, appointed me and thus con- SF 
firmed me in the belief that God had ~ 
called me to the work, a faith that has 
remained with me to this day, helping me 
over various difficult situations. 

Later when Dr. Moore was transferred 
to Sendai, I succeeded him as missionary- 
in-charge of our work in and near Tokyo. 
There were two projects that had been 
dear to his heart, but they proved to be 
not realizable during his incumbeney. Asa 
his suecessor and also as in a sense his _ 
spiritual son, I felt that I ought to try — 
to actualize his hopes. One of his wishes 
has come true. In the Azabu Ward of 
Tokyo a new interest was started, which 
now is fitted out with a fine lot, a parson- 
age and a neat little Church building. The 
second still remains unfulfilled. The old- 
est congregation fostered by our Japamy KS 
Mission is the Church in Kanda Ward, | 
Tokyo. For many years it worshipped im 
a small frame building erected on leased 
ground, and Dr. Moore made many plea 
to the Reformed Church for money wit 
which to fit out the congregation with 
new eee but without success. Then, 
Sept. 1, 1923, a terrible alee. sti 


ies 
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fierce fires in Tokyo, which completely 
destroyed the Church building. But the 
congregation kept up services, first in two 
U. S. Army tents, then in a frame shack 
and now in a temporary building that 
has gotten so shabby as to be a disgrace 
to our denomination. I am praying and 
hoping that God will make it possible to 
realize this second dream of Dr. Moore’s. 

The departed missionary’s character was 
many-sided, but probably the most prom- 
inent characteristic was his geniality. Dr. 
Moore was rather mercurial in tempera- 
ment, and he had his times of low spirits, 
but he had also wonderful resiliency and 
his optimism quickly reasserted itself. He 
was the kind of person that it is good to 
have around, regardless of any actual 
work that he might do or not do. His 
presence tended to relieve tension. I re- 
member an occasion many years ago when 
there was to be a meeting of a certain 
Board consisting of foreign missionaries 
and Japanese. A rather troublesome sub- 
ject was to be taken up, and there was a 
feeling of anxiety. Presently in stalked 
Dr. Moore, smiling in his pleasant way 


and greeting everybody heartily. Almost 
instantly the electricity in the atmos- 
phere was dissipated and the dreaded 


thunder and lightning didn’t happen. 
Tokyo, Japan 


WEST SUSQUEHANNA CLASSIS 


With all the active pastors present, ex- 
cept one, whose absence was due to sick- 
ness, West Susquehanna Classis began its 
79th annual sessions at Middleburg, Pa., 
Rev. H. G. Snyder, pastor, on Feb. 12, at 
10 A. M. The opening sermon was preach- 
ed by Rev. A. S. Asendorf, of State Col- 
lege, Pa., the retiring president. The elec- 
tion resulted as follows: President, Rev. 
H. L. Wink, Bealsburg, Pa.; vice president, 
Elder Nevin F. Gutshall, Lewistown, Pa.; 
reading clerk, Rev. H. HE. Ditzler, Lock 
Haven, Pa.; corresponding secretary, Rev. 
R. ©. Zechman, West Milton, Pa.; stated 
clerk, Rev. H. H. Rupp, Lewisburg, Pa. 
Elder David K. Keller, Centre Hall, Pa., 
is the treasurer, having been elected to 
that office last fall. 

On Tuesday evening, a very interesting 
address was given by Rev. Harold E. 
Ditzler, Lock Haven, Pa., on the subject, 
“Scotland: Her Kirk, and Her Men.” Hav- 
ing spent the last two years in Scotland, 
Rev. Mr. Ditzler could speak with first- 
hand knowledge of that interesting coun- 
try. On Wednesday morning, Rev. Ray- 
mond C. Zechman, who was just recently 
installed as pastor of the White Deer 
Charge, made the inspirational address. 

The routine work of the Classis was car- 
ried out in a fine spirit of co-operation, 
and with the evident desire on the part of 
all the men to advance the Kingdom. 
Strong resolutions were presented by the 
Committee on Social Service in behalf of 
world peace, temperance education, labor 
legislation, etc. These resolutions were 
ordered to be mimeographed, and later on 
were read by the pastors before their con- 
gregations, and by the Church School su- 
perintendents before their schools. 

Believing that the new plan for financ- 
ing the Sustentation Fund, adopted in 
1932, has proven unworkable, in that it 
militates against the elder ministers, Clas- 
sis accepted an overture to General Synod 
requesting that the Board of Ministerial 
Relief be directed to abandon that plan, 
and go back to the original plan, with such 
modifications of the plan as will produce 
the maximum pension for the members 
when they arrive at the age of retire- 
ment. The Classis also requests that 
membership in the Fund be made com- 
pulsory for every active pastor, either by a 
constitutional requirement, or by direct 
mandate from the General Synod. Both 
these requests were ordered to be sent on 
to the Board and also to the Committee 
now engaged in preparation for a new Con- 
stitution for the united Church. 

Last fall, Classis, at the request of the 
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40 page catalogue showing 2 services with music, 
scriptions of pageants, etc., is FREE. 

SEVEN DAYS with the SAVIOUR, a new pageant 
service program for the whole school. Shown in 
detail in catalogue. 

_ PAGEANTS, Song Stories, etc., sent for examina- 
tion, on request. 

_ EASTER HELPER, No. 21, a storehouse of recita- 
tions, drills, songs, a silhouette (shadowgraph), 
etc., for children. 25 cents. Not sent on selection. 

MOTHER’S DAY. “Behold Thy Mother,” a 
beautiful ready-to-use program, without rehearsal. 
Free copy, mention this ad. 


HALL-MACK CO., 21st and Arch Sts., Phila., Pa. 
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Workmanship unexcelled 
Pulpit Hangings—Bookmarkers 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 
Church Vestment Specialists 
for over half a century 


COX SONS & VINING-INC. 


13} EAST 23RD STREET. NEW YORK. NY. 


PULPIT—CHOIR 
GOWNS 


Illustrated Catalog with Material Sam- 
ples gladly sent on request 
E. R. MOORE COMPANY 
Makers Sinee 1907 
932 Dakin St. Chicago, III. 


Minister’s Son Invents 


Invisible Ear Drum 
The Invisible Ear Drum invented by A. O. 


Leonard, a son of the late Rev. A. B. 
Leonard, D. D., for many years secretary 
of the Board of Foreign Missions of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, for his own relief 
from extreme deafness and head noises, has 
so greatly improved his hearing that he can 
join in any ordinary conversation, go to the 
theatre and hear without difficulty. ~©Inex- 
pensive and has proven a blessing to many 
people. Write for booklet to A. O. Leonard, 
Inc., Suite 62, 70 Fifth Avenue, New York 
City. 


_— 


people, dissolved St. John’s congregation at 
White Deer. The congregation was very 
small, had no future, and the village was 
over-Churched. The property was referred 
to the Board of Trustees and ordered to 
be sold. The sale was made over the win- 
ter, and the sum of $681.49 was realized. 
After some discussion concerning the 
proper disposition of this money, it was 
ordered that it be placed in the Sustenta- 
tion Fund of the Board of Ministerial Re- 
lief, to be known as “St. John’s, White 
Deer, Pa., Memorial Fund.” This action 
corresponds with the desire of most of the 
members of the dissolved congregations, 
who expressed the hope that some such 
disposition might be made of the proceeds 
of the sale of their building. 


Classis gave permission to the Alvira 
congregation to accept the services, as 
supply-pastor, of Rey. H. A. Young, a Bap- 
tist minister of Watsontown, Pa. Rey. Mr. 
Young is pastor of a Baptist congregation 
about a mile from the Alvira Church and 
can therefore easily serve. It had been 
served by the late Rev. I. 8. Ditzler up to 
the time of his death last September, but 
the Joint Consistory of the White Deer 
Charge, of which Mr. Ditzler was the pas- 
tor, desired that his successor should be 
relieved from that obligation. The Alvira 
congregation formerly was part of the 
Susquehanna Charge, of which the con- 
gregation at Montgomery was the other 
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HE Vanward Plan 

provides a vitally 
new, year-round meth- 
od for cultivating an 
entire church member- 
ship. As a result at- 
tendance increases, a 
new loyalty is created, 
and adequate contribu- 
tions become the nat- 
ural response of an 
awakened people. In- 
quiries are welcomed. 


Che Vanward Plan, Inc. 
Barr Building 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


VIRGINIA: 
“A 50% increase in 
church attendance at 
both services.” 


PENNSYLVANIA: 
“A 33% gain in 
church income the 
first month.’”’ 


INQUIRY COUPON 
THE VANWARD PLAN, INC., Washington, D. C. 
Please send us further information, 


Minister. 
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ined Hymn 
e¢ Singing 


"THESE new and different hymnals restore 
zealous, re-vitalizing music to your church 
and Sunday School—the kind of singing that 
stirs the emotions and is a 

dynamic factor in religious life. 
“The Service Hymnal” and “Devo- 
tional Hymns’ will prove a mighty # 
stimulus to richer worship. 4 
“The Service Hymnal” represents 
the best and latest development in & 
church music. Contains all the hymns 
of beauty that are familiar and pre- jj 
cious. Hymns grouped by classifica- 
tion. A complete service book of 480 § 
pages. Attractive binding, gold em- 
bossed. Price per 100, nct prepaid, $60. 
“Devotional Hymns” A conven- 
ient all-purpose book of 288 pagesfor § 
church and school use, Rich inhymns 
for children and young people as well 
as the treasured masterpieces of the 
ages. Silk maroon cloth binding, title 


gold embossed, price per 100, not pre- 
paid, $40.00. Bristol binding, $25.00. 
Both books issued in round and shaped 
notes. Complete orchestration for 16 
instruments soon available. 


Write today for returnable sample copies. * 


HOPE :PUBLISHING 


ESTABLISHED 1692 


only the best ia song books TE),Y | PANY 


5767-C West Lake Street, Chicago, Illinois 


PARKER’S HAIR BALSAM 
Removes Dandruff-Stops Hair Falling 
Imparts Color and BeautytoGray 


and Faded Hair 
6oc. and $1.00 at Druggists. 
Chemical Works. Patchogue, N. Y. 
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part. The latter congregation was handed by Miss Ida S. Detweiler, and the pastor, Suggestions for monthly topics for 1936 
over to the Presbyterian denomination the Rey. J. E. Wildasin fittingly closed the are now in order and we would appreciate 


several years ago, 

The fact that a Reformed congregation 
desires the services of a Baptist minister, 
that a Baptist minister is willing to serve 
a Reformed congregation, and that a Re- 
formed Classis approves of the arrange- 
ment, shows how far denominational bar- 
riers have been swept away by the recent 
movements in the direction of Church 
union. A generation ago such an arrange- 
ment would have been impossible. 

The present membership of the Classis 
6,660, a gain of 53 over the preceding year. 
(Church School enrollment is 9,898, an in- 
erease of 318, but with a decrease of 73 
in the average attendance. The Benevo- 
lent Contributions totaled $11,942, of 
which $8,591 was for apportionment. Says 
the retiring president in his report: “A 
consideration of the facts enumerated 
above leads us to the conclusion that we 
have reason to be encouraged over the 
State of the Church in West Susquehanna 
Classis. While we have made no great 
forward strides, we have continued to 
earry on the regular program of the Church 
without serious retrenchment.” 


—H. H. Rupp, Stated Clerk. 
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| Woman’s Missionary 
Society News 
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Miss Rosa E. Ziegler, Editor, 
440 N. 7th St., Lebanon, Pa. 


Tohickon Classical W. M. S. will hold 
its 38th Annual Spring Meeting in Salem 
Church, Doylestown, Pa., April 6, sessions 
opening at 9.30 A. M. and 1.30 P. M. The 
speaker will be one of the missionaries 
from the former Evangelical Synod Mis- 
sions. Mrs. William H. Cogley is the presi- 
dent of this Classical organization. 


The W. M. 8S. of Lebanon Classis will 
hold two Congresses on Sunday, March 24, 
at 2 P. M., the one in Immanuel Church, 
Shillington, Pa., with Dr. George W. Rich- 
ards as speaker and the second one in St. 
Stephen’s Church, Lebanon, Pa., with Dr. 
John B. Noss of Lancaster as speaker. We 
hope that the people of Lebanon Classis 
will avail themselves of this opportunity 
and attend one of these Congresses. The 
Annual Spring Convention of this Classis 
will be held Sat., April 27, in (Christ Church, 
Annville, Pa., sessions opening at 9.30 A. 
M. and 1.30 P. M., with Rev. Marcus Engle- 
man from Japan as the missionary speaker. 


The 23rd Anniversary of the W. M. S. of 
St. John’s Church, Tamaqua, Pa., was cele- 
brated on Wed. eve., Feb. 27. A delightful 
luncheon was served. A very interesting 
and inspirational address was given by 
Mrs. Kiah Minnich, a prominent Church 
worker in Tamaqua. A History of the 
Society and its work was read by Mrs. 
Francis Sassaman. The meeting was inter- 
spersed with music and reports of various 
secretaries. 


The W. M. S. of St. Luke’s Church, Dub- 
lin, Pa., celebrated their 10th anniversary 
on Sun. evening, March 3, with a public 
service in the Church. Mrs. J. Arthur 
Shelly gave an historical sketch and Mrs. 
W. N. Grass called the roll of charter 
members, 18 responding of the original 26 
charter members. Six new members were 
received. Several readings, special music 
and spring flowers helped to make the pro- 
gram beautiful. Greetings were brought 
from the Classical Society by the president, 
Mrs. William Cogley. A beautiful Memor- 
ial service for departed members was con- 
ducted by Mrs. J. E. Wildasin. An inspir- 
ing message on “Our Challenge” was given 


anniversary with an address telling of the 
worth of the W. M.S. to the congregation, 
to the pastor and to each member. This 
Society was organized by Rev. J. E. Wilda- 
sin on March 8, 1925. Presidents who have 
served during these ten years have been: 
Mrs. J. E. Wildasin, Miss Ida Detweiler, 
Mrs. Walter Grass, Mrs. Henry Geho and 
the present president, Mrs. Warren Miller. 


CHURCH: 
MEN'S 
LEAGUE 


Dr. John M. G. Darms, Secretary 


ONE MORE NEW CHAPTER — Belvi- 


dere, Tennessee, the Rev. W. H. Haber- 
camp, pastor. Nowhere have we breathed 
purer air or seen more magnificent pines 
than here, where some of our Swiss fathers 
settled years ago. There is also much ac- 
tivity in the Mid-western-southland on the 
part of the government and electric power 
is to be extracted from natural resources 
and made available to the countryside. 
But here is a group of Christian laymen, 
gathered after months of deliberate and 
prayerful effort, which will generate and 
set in motion much spiritual power. This 
always accompanies the fraternal fellow- 
ship and social good will of such a group 
of Churchmen. The monthly studies, too, 
will enrich their thought and give them a 
Christian viewpoint on current topics and 
problems. We welcome these friends from 
beautiful, mountainous and pine-wooded 
Tennessee into our growing fellowship. The 
officers are as follows: President, George 
Warmbrod, master farmer; vice president, 
Paul Glaus; secretary, Philip Warmbrod; 
and treasurer, Herman Leichty, carpenter. 
* * * 


The monthly topic program of our 
League for 1935 was presented before the 
International Council of Religious Educa- 
tion, recently held in Chicago, and receiv- 
ed recognition and praise for its high edu- 
cational and promotional value. 

* * * 

The Evangelical Brotherhood reports to 
date 465 Brotherhoods with 22,000 mem- 
bers. The treasurer received Feb. 1, 1934, 
to Jan. 31, 1935, $889.20 from dues; $101 
from sponsors; and $1,830 from the denom- 
inational budget of the Evangelical Synod. 


having laymen or pastors, whether organic- 
ally connected with the League or not, 
send in a timely and appropriate topic for 
a monthly study during 1936. May we 
have your helpful thought and co-opera- 
tion. Select topics “close to earth” and 
such which will help our men in their daily 
life and work. 
* * * 

“Thanks for the material received. We 
are using the programs as near as we can 
and find that it is a wonderful, instructive 
program. We are planning on affiliating 
with the Churchmen’s League.”—Wiseonsin, 

* * * 


“Our meetings usually last about 2% 
hours. They are divided in three parts— 
Ist, Program; 2nd, Business; 3rd, Social. 
The greater part is devoted to the pro- 
gram. We have not had any outside talent 
due to the fact that we thought it best to 
become acquainted with our own talent 
first. During the social hour we usually 
spend our time playing games, indoor base- 
ball, checkers, etc. A light lunch is served 
composed of never more than three things. 
Our outside social activities consist of a 
mushball team in summer and a bowling 
league in winter. Our mushball team has 
been entered in a League made up of teams 
from the various Churches. Our year clos- 
ed with 64 members. We are anticipating 
an increase in membership, and are plan- 
ning to start a junior organization, but, as 
you know, we are trying to carry on our 
work without the counsel and advice of our 
beloved pastor who, as we all know, gave 
his entire life for the advancement of 


Christianity, and as he was so greatly in- — 


terested in the success of our League, we 
are going to do our best to make the move- 
ment a successful one.”—EHarl R. Dresch, 
president Chapter, Sharon, Pa. 


* * ae 


Chairman Rev. Chas. F, Freeman and his 
active Synodical Committee (Eastern Syn- 
od) are planning for a retreat for the offi- 
cers and members of the League to be held 
some time during the summer months. This 
is an excellent idea. ; 

* * * 


Rey. Mr. Piscator of St. John’s Church, 
Philadelphia, and his strong Chapter, have 
invited the four Chapters of Philadelphia 
for the first convocation March 21. 

* * * 


AFTER EASTER ORGANIZE A CHAP- 
TER OF THE LEAGUE FOR YOUR 
MEN! 
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NEWS OF THE WEEK 


Henry W. Elson 


Mrs. 
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Three million children in the United 
States are handicapped in their school 
work by defective eyesight, according to a 
report of a joint committee of the Na- 
tional Education Association and _ the 
American Medical Association. 

Resignation of S. Clay Williams, chair- 
man of the National Industrial’ Recovery 
Board, who has been under attack by or- 
ganized labor for months, was announced 
by the White House, March 5. 

The Wisconsin Recovery Act, patterned 
largely after the National Industrial Re- 
covery Act, was declared unconstitutional 
by the State Supreme Court March 5 on 
the ground that it unlawfully delegated 
legislative powers to industry. 

The Federal relief population March 6 
reached a record high of 22,375,000, as 
Harry L. Hopkins, director of relief, push- 
ed efforts to increase contributions from 
States and communities. Relief officials 
estimated that 5,400,000 families, averag- 
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ing four to a family, and 775,000 single 
persons were on relief. 

Oliver Wendell Holmes, retired Justice 
of the Supreme Court, died at his home in 
Washington, March 6. He was laid to rest 
March 8, on the ninety-fourth anniversary 
of his birth, with full military honors in 
the National Cemetery at Arlington. 
President Roosevelt and high officials of all 
divisions of the government attended the 
burial service. Chief Justice Hughes and 
the associate justices of the Supreme Court 


oid 


served as pallbearers at the funeral of 


their former colleague. 


President Thomas G. Masaryk of Czecho- 


slovakia celebrated his 
Mareh 7. 
The French Chamber of Deputies dis- 


cussed March 6 their recent motion giving ~ 


85th birthday 


women the vote, and approved an amend- 


ment providing for vote. by families — 
stead of by male vote or the individua 
vote of both sexes. : 


a 
. 
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Baron Max von Hussarek, 70, Chancellor 
of Austria in the days of the monarchy 
died at Vienna March 6. ‘ 

Mrs. Ellen Reid van Dyke, 74, widow 
of the Rev. Dr. Henry van Dyke, minister 
and author, died at Charleston, S. C., 
March 6, 

Plans for a permanent Chicago fair, to 
be built on the site of A Century of Pro- 
gress in Burnham Park at a cost of $20,- 
000,000, were announced March 6 by 
Mayor Edward J. Kelly. ; 

Sir Malcolm Campbell roared down Day- 
tona’s sands March 7 to a new world auto- 
mobile speed record—276.816 miles an hour. 

NRA codes should be limited to trades 
and industries actually engaged in inter- 
state commerce or those “affecting it sub- 
stantially,” Donald R. Richberg, executive 
director of the National Emergency Coun- 
cil, declared March 7 before the Senate 
Finance Committee as it began an inquiry 
into the recovery program in connection 
with the administration’s request for a 
two-year extension of NIRA. Mr. Rich- 
berg presented a 17-point program calling 
for the voluntary submission of codes by 
industry. 


James G. McDonald, League of Nations 
high commissioner for German refugees, 
arrived at Rio De Janeiro March 7 before 
continuing on his tour of all American 
countries. He seeks homes in this hem- 
isphere for 15,000 to 20,000 exiles from 
Germany. It is understood the State of 
Rio Grande do Sul is ready to take 1,000 
farmers. 


bd 


Amid talk of possible war, and much 
mention of Japan, the Senate March 7 add- 
ed $20,000,000 to raise the Army Appropri- 
ation Bill to $400,000,000 with provision 
for 46,000 more men. The bill was passed 
68 to 15 March 8. 

Senator Long’s demand for investigation 
of Postmaster General Farley was rejected 
March 8 by the Senate Post Offices and 
Post Roads Committee with the unanimous 
conclusion of the membership that he had 
not produced facts or evidence to substan- 
tiate his charges. 

The Japanese House of Peers enacted the 
1935-36 budget March 8 giving final ap- 
proval for the largest military appropria- 
tions in the Empire’s history—47 per cent 
of $600,000,000 goes to the military. 

Charles A. Boston, 71, former president 
of the American Bar Association, died at 
his home in New York, March 8. 

A rise of $6,700,000,000 in deposits in 
member banks of the Federal Reserve Sys- 
tem during 1934, to reach a total of $83,- 
850,000,000 at the end of the year, was 
reported March 8 by Marriner S. Eccles, 
governor of the Federal Reserve Board. 

Fifty-eight dollars a second is the cost 
of relief in the United States, according to 
the Federal Adminstrator of Relief, Harry 
L. Hopkins. In May, 1933, when the Ad- 
ministration was created there were 17,- 
000,000 persons receiving relief in the 
United States. Today there are 22,375,000 
on the Federal relief roll. High birth rates 
among families on relief are becoming the 
concern of governmental agencies. 1,849,- 
771 children aged 5 years or under are 
found in families on public relief—families 
who are at least capable of responsibility. 

Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes left to 
the United States Government more than 
half of his estate, which was valued at 
over $568,000. Individual bequests totaled 
about $270,000. His nephew receives $100,- 
000 and $25,000 each given to Harvard 
University and Boston Art Museum. 

Fighting gripped Havana as revolt broke 
out March 10. A state of siege has been 
proclaimed, with general call to arms by 
President Carlo Mendieta who found him- 
self opposed by students, radicals and labor 
groups, which while they had different 
complaints, were actuated by economic 
pressure and political dissatisfaction. The 
strike became general and paralyzed the 
island. Many have been slain and there 
is a reign of terror in Cuba. 
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CHURCH VESTMENTS 
WOODWORK 
SILVER AND BRASS 


VESTMENTS 
For Clergy and Choir 
Materials by the yard 


STAINED GLASS 
WINDOWS 


J. M. HALL Inc. TAILORING J. M. HALL Inc. 
AMERICAN Witieldan AMERICAN 
DISTRIBUTOR samples DISTRIBUTOR 

en and prices ie 
A. R. MOWBRAY & Co. J. M. HALL Inc. JAMES POWELL&SONS 
Ltd. 174 MADISON AVE, (Whitefriars) Ltd. 
LONDON -ENGLAND NEW YORK LONDON « ENGLAND 


Winona Lake School Of Theology 
SCHOLARLY 


Almost a score of states (besides foreign coun- 
tries) and an equal number of denominations repre- 
sented each year. 

Administration. Dr. W. E. Biederwolf, President; 
A. Huffman, Dean. 


EVANGELICAL 
COURSES 

Bible (Jeremiah), 
Archaeology, Chris- 
tian Ethics, Modern Cults, 
Christian Evidences, Hym- 
nology, Biblical Messianism, 
Greek New Testament, Bar- 
thianism. 

Two Semesters of 15 days 
each, July 9 to “Aug. 11. 
Work leading to regular 


English 
Biblical 


Drivd. 
Faculty: 


theological degrees. FOR 
MINISTERS, TEACHERS, 


MISSIONARIES and LAY- 
MEN. 


WINONA LAKE, 
— INDIANA — 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL 


Dr. J. A. Huffman,’ Dr. Samuel M. 


Zwemer, Dr. Harold Paul Sloan, Dr. Leslie Ray 
Marston, Prof. Rollin Pease, Dr. Howard T. Kuist, 
Prof. Mable McQueen Weir. 

Send for 12-page Prospectus at once to 


Dr. J. A. Huffman, Dean 


Marion, Indiana 


GLORIA IN EXCELSIS, 2 bymnal fprpresent day Sun- 
day RAT activity. MR. PRR IB T. BOWMAN, 
Supt. of St. Paul’s Evangelical School, Lebanon, Pa., 
writes, “ Gloria in Excelsis is like a diamond mine. We 
keep digging and find diamonds more one than the 
ones before, in other words, it is a real song book. No 
song becomes tiresome.’”” 

The songs are high grade, but no more difficult to sing 
than those in ordinary books. ‘hey have animation 
without frivolity. $30.00, $40.00, $45.00 the hun- 
dred, according to binding. Easy terms of payment. 

Send for examination copy (returnable). 


HALL-MACK CO., 2047 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Penna. 


Food price rises 34% in two years accord- 
ing to a country-wide figure calculated by 
experts of the Department of Commerce. 
The increase was smaller in some sections 
and larger in others. 

Using part of the profit obtained from 
devaluation of the dollar, the Treasury will 
act immediately to reduce the national 
debt by about $675,000,000 and to concen- 
trate the issue of all currency in the Treas- 
ury and Federal Reserve System by pro- 
viding the removal from circulation of 
all national bank notes. This step, con- 
sidered one of the most important of a 
financial nature taken by the administra- 
tion since devaluation of the dollar, was 
announced March 10 by Secretary of the 
Treasury Morgenthau. 

Dr. L. J. A. Trip, president of the Bank 
of Netherlands, will succeed Leon Fraser 
as president of the Bank for International 
Settlements May 14. Mr. Fraser will re- 
turn to the United States as vice president 
of the First National Bank of New York. 

The entire rebel army has been crushed 
by the Greek Government. The leaders and 
staff have fled to Bulgaria and surrender- 
ed to military authorities of that country, 
bringing the revolt on the Greek main- 
land to an end after 11 days. 

The House vote overwhelmingly Mar. 
11 for the repeal of the income tax public- 
ity (pink slip) provisions of the Revenue 
Act of 1934. A similar action by the Sen- 
ate is indicated. 

The official existence of the air force in 
Germany has been announced. It dates 
from March 1 when officers were commis- 
sioned with military rank. Thus the air 
clauses of the Treaty of Versailles have 
been ignored. Article 198 of the Treaty 
of Versailles states: “The armed forces of 
Germany must not include a military or 
naval air force.” 

The Pan-American Air Lines intend to 
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i 7»: Furnishingsand supviies- 
LVS CATALOG. Free on RFuMssT 

RD Co. NewLondon,0. 
BUY 


now EASTER COMMUNION SUPPLIES 


Send for Folder and SPECIAL 
OFFER at low prices. Tray and 36 
glasses $6.50 up. Extra Glasses 
$1.00 dozen. Collection and Bread 
Plates. Pastor’s Sick Outfits, etc. 


THOMAS COMMUNION SERVICE CO., Box 3, Lima, Ohio 


establish a transpacifie air service — an 
8,500-mile route from San Francisco to the 
Far East. The company will send out a 
ship in April to establish landing fields. 
The final base will be established in the 
Philippine Islands. Its first stop will be 
in Honolulu. 


CATAWBA COLLEGE 

The year of 1935 has thus far brought 
to Catawba a long list of exceptional hap- 
penings. The first one to be mentioned is 
the presentation of Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
“Pinafore”, by the combination of the 
College Dramatic and Glee Clubs. The act- 
ing and singing were so pleasing and so 
creditable that subsequent performances 
were given at the Boyden High School of 
Salisbury and at the High School of 
Spencer. 

President Omwake was a delegate to the 
meeting of the western section of the Alli- 
ance of the Reformed Churches throughout 
the world holding the Presbyterial System. 
The meeting was held at the John Mar- 
shall Hotel in Richmond, Virginia. The 
special theme for discussion was “The Re- 
lationship Between the Church and the 
State”. 

The Board of Trustees at its recent an- 
nual meeting accepted the resignation of 
Professor Brandon Trussell, M.A., teacher 
of economics and business administration. 
A successor to Professor Trussell has been 
found in the person of Professor Wade P. 
Young, Ph.D. Dr. Young comes highly 
recommended to the College faculty. He 
has had teaching experience at the Uni- 
versity of Tennessee, and has engaged in 
the study of economic problems for the 
Federal Government under the T. V. A. 
He spent a year in Europe studying some 
of the market centers of Denmark and 
other countries. 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 


and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 


Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 

For catalogue or information address the 
President, 


REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 
Lancaster. Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Seven new buildings recently erected. 
The “Fackenthal Laboratories’ offers 
most complete equipment for work in the 
Sciences for pre-medical students. The 
new indoor Swimming Pool completes a 
very thorough equipment for athletics. 
The Plan of Comprehensive Final Exam- 
inations enriches the curriculum and 
provides for the most modern needs in 
2ducation. Write for catalog. 


HENRY HAPPY DY Ds fin Ds 
2 President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 


GEORGE L. OMWAKE, LL.D., President 


Approved by the Middle States Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools, The American 
Association of University Women and the Asso- 
ciation of American Universities. Exceptional ad- 
vantages for instruction and study in all branches 
of the sciences and the liberal arts. Group System 
providing special preparation for the professions 
and intellectual occupations. Fourteen modernly 
equipped laboratories, two fine auditoriums, twenty- 
six classrooms, and more than a score of confer- 
ence rooms for professors. Library and Gymnasium. 
Twenty acres of improved fields for athletics. A 
strictly residential college for men and women, 
Expenses held to a minimum. 


For information address 


FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, Jr. 
Registrar 
COLLEGEVILLE PENNSYLVANIA 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D.D., S.T.D., LL.D. 
Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


HENRY I. STAHR, D.D., 
President 


Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 
For catalegue address 
REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 
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Catawba College observed Education 
Day (Jan. 19) both in the South and in 
the North. On that day, Rev. Milton 
Whitener preached in Burlington, N. C., 
and Prof. W. G. Cleaver in the Newton 
Reformed Church. Dr. D, E. Faust preach- 
ed in two Churches in Harrisburg, Pa., and 
Dr. A. K, Faust spoke in two Reading, 
Pa., Churches. 

Not a little excitement was caused by a 
case of spinal meningitis among the day 
students of the college. The student who 
suffered the attack, William Horne, died 
in the Salisbury City Hospital. All the 
students who were in class with him the 
last day he was in college, were quaran- 
tined and had cultures taken by the Coun- 
ty Health Officer. Very fortunately, no 
other cases developed and all the students 
are at work again as usual. 

Dr. EH. P. Dietrick, Ph.D., son of the 
late Dr. W. W. Dietrick, gave an interest- 
ing and informing lecture in the College 
Auditorium on “Soil Erosion”. Dr. Diet- 
rick is director of the Federal experiment 
farms at Statesville, N. C. On these farms 
is demonstrated how to prevent erosion 
as well as how to build up productive soil 
again. 

Catawba’s debating team, consisting of 
Harold Wolfinger and Gerald Dieter, re- 
cently made a debating tour to’ Maryland 
and Pennsylvania. This team defended the 
negative side of the subject, “Resolved, 
That nations should agree to prevent the 
international shipment of arms and muni- 
tions”. At Western Maryland College, 
Catawba won the debate; at Juniata Col- 
lege the teams debated over the radio sta- 
tion at Altoona; at Dickinson, Catawba 
lost, and at Susquehanna College, EHliza- 
bethtown College, and Shippensburg State 
Teachers’ College, no decisions were given. 
The boys report having had a most en- 
jovable time. 

Professor and Mrs. Arthur Rich on the 
evening of March 7, gave a joint recital 
in the Brodbeck Musie Building before 
an audience that filled the recital hall and 
the halls leading to it. These pianists of 
unusual ability were at their best as they 
rendered Liszt’s “Les Preludes’, “Hungar- 
ian Fantasia”, and “Concerto in E Flat 
Major’. These numbers are written as 
solos, but the orchestral accompaniment 
was played on the second piano. 

—Allen K. Faust 


THE COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION 
MAKES PROGRESS 


The Committee on Constitution for the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church held its 
second meeting in Cleveland, Ohio, Feb. 
28 and March 1. All 17 members of the 
committee (named on page 178 of the Min- 
utes of the General Synod), and Rev. L. 
W. Goebel, First Vice-President of the Gen- 
eral Synod, and Rev. F. C. Klick, Presi- 
dent of the Evangelical Synod, were pres- 
ent both days. The committee is doing a 
thorough-going piece of work and is fully 
aware that it has some very difficult prob- 
lems. The spirit of unity is remarkable. 
The one constant effort is to prepare and 
submit to the Church a Constitution which 
shall embody all that is best for the two 
uniting Churches. 

At the meeting last October the Com- 
mittee considered principles that must un- 
derlie the Constitution, and went over the 
general plan. It then sub-divided the work 
among four sub-committees. These had 
held meetings and came to the second 
meeting with prepared reports on the items 
referred to them. Parts of their reports 
had been sent out in advance to all of the 
Every member had copies on 
the table before him. 

The committee of attorneys reported 
that they have been making a survey of 
the matter of Charter and of the most 
suitable State in which to take out arti- 
cles of incorporation. This committee will 
assist on all legal points and also advise 
regarding the distribution of the several 
articles into the Constitution and into 
the By-Laws. 
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Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. 8S. Degrees 
Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders. 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. ee 3 W. 

Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Lancaster Pennsylvania 

A College Preparatory School for Boys 

Enters about 40 boys per year to 12 to - 
15 colieges. Phi Beta Kappa honors in 
four colleges last year. Fine school home, 
thorough work and helpful supervision. 
Moderate cost. 

Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 


An accredited college for men and women, lo- 
cated in the healthful Piedmont region of North 
Carolina. Courses lead to the A.B. and B.S. de- 
grees. Special emphasis on preparation for the 
professions, business life, home economics, and - 
music. Graduates now enrolled in leading eastern 
professional and graduate schools. 


Outstanding Features: 


High scholarship Wholesome campus life 
Minimum charges 
Well-developed program of indoor and outdoor sports 


For catalog and registration blanks, address the President, 
HOWARD R. OMWAKE, Ped. D., Litt. D. 


Salisbury, N. C. 
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TIFFIN, OHIO . by. 
A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 Ay 
CO-EDUCATIONAL ts 
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Art Department 8 
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Heidelberg insists upon high standards of 
scholarship, personal contact with mature teachers, 
an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, and the 
minimum expense. 


For free catalogue write to 


CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
President. 


The committee studying “Members,Con- 
gregations, and Congregational Judicato- 
ries” presented a quite comprehensive doe- 
ument which the Committee as a whole 
went through twice, made changes and — 
suggestions here and there, and referred — 
back to the committee. 

The committee on “Organization and 
Administration, Denominational Judicato- 
ries, Boards, ete.”, reported that it ha 
held three meetings, one during two da 
last December in Dayton, another f 
two days in Philadelphia in February, a 
the third at Cleveland throughout the 
preceding the meeting of the entire © 
mittee. This committee ub 
voluminous report. Tentative agreemet 
were reached on many points but a 
rel “ 
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ber of items were referred back to the 
committee for further consideration in the 
light of the discussion. 

The committee on “Preamble to the Con- 
stitution and the Sections on Doctrine and 
Worship” presented a report which was 
amended in some respects but was agreed 
to in principle. This, too, will come again 
before the Committee at its next meeting. 

Besides the overtures referred by the 
General Synod, the committees have re- 
ceived many communications and sugges- 
tions, all of which are being given con- 
sideration. 

The Committee on Constitution is thus 
able to report to the Church that it is 
making rapid progress. The sub-commit- 
tees will meet, some of them several times, 
during the next few months and will be 
prepared to submit the results of their 
‘work in rather definite form when the 
entire Committee meets again in June. 

The Committee is unanimous that it is 
not advisable at this stage to submit to 
the Church any of the reports or other 
material now under consideration. It has 
not come to final decision on any item and 
there would only be misunderstanding and 
confusion to put out anything at this time. 
It plans to submit a tentative draft to 
the Church for its information, criticisms, 
and suggestions, at the earliest possible 
date. 

The Committee does desire, however, to 
inform the Chureh of the progress that 
has been made and of the lines along 
which it is working. It has voted that a 
statement embodying certain general prin- 
ciples shall be put into the hands of all 
members of the Committee. They may 
represent the Committee in addressing 
Synods, Districts, Classes, ministeriums, 
assemblies, and other groups and, so far as 
possible, answer questions and receive sug- 
gestions. It will not be possible to print 
this statement or give copies of it to 
others, but members of the Committee are 
willing to speak to or confer with larger 
or smaller groups, giving information and 
receiving suggestions. ; 

William E. Lampe, Secretary 


ST. PAUL’S ORPHANS AND OLD 
FOLKS’ HOME, GREENVILLE, PA. 


“Have you any merits? Oh Gee! I have 
demerits.” This is heard on every hand 
these days. The explanation is that the 
children have been confronted with a new 
conduct schedule, calling for certain mer- 
its if citizenship and attitude as well as 
service are on the right side of the line; 
demerits if on the left hand side. Sad to 
say, some of them are “in the red” on the 
behavior proposition. Along with this goes 
the penalty, which is curtailment of cer- 
tain privileges. An accumulation of 15 
demerits means that the door is closed for 
one week, 25 means two weeks of em- 
bargo, and 50 seals your fate for three 
weeks. Along with this goes a form of 
group government whereby the various 
‘cottages seek to maintain a high average 
of deportment. 

The boys want to go fishing today. Last 
week sled riding was still good. This 
week thoughts of swimming hole and fish- 
ing have the stage. What is that? Can- 
not find any fishing worms—have to dig too 
deep. Better wait awhile. The writer re- 
members when he wanted to go barefooted 
very early one spring. Wise father point- 
ed to the remnant of a snowdrift on the 
‘cold side of the house: “Not until that is 
gone, son.” We have a fellow feeling for 
you, boys. 
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THE REV. CONRAD CLEVER, D.D. 
Splendid in the- length of life, in the 
abundance and richness of the service ren- 
dered, and in the love that a multitude of 
hearts hold for him, the Rev. Dr. Clever 
passed suddenly to the rest prepared for 
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the people of God on Tuesday evening, 
Feb. 19, at his late home in Shippensburg, 
Pa., at the age of 87 years and 8 days. 
His wife and their daughter Elizabeth sur- 
vive him; also his sister, Miss Jennie 
Clever; and his brother, Samuel. 

Dr. Clever was the son of George and 
Isabella (nee Kelso) Clever, and was born 
in Cleversburg, Franklin Co., Pa., on Feb. 
11, 1848. He persued his studies at Penn- 
sylvania College, Gettysburg, and at Frank- 
lin and Marshall College, from which he 
received the bachelor of arts degree in 1870. 
His theological training was received in 
the Theological Seminary, Lancaster, grad- 
uating in 1873. The same year he was or- 
dained and installed pastor at Columbia, 
This was followed 
by two pastorates notable for duration and 
success. In March, 1879, he was installed 
as pastor of the Third Church, Baltimore, 
where he labored for 25 years. During 
this period the congregation advanced in 
numbers and to a high degree of spiritual 
strength and activity. Six men entered 
the ministry — Revs. Muehe, Stonesifer, 
Everhart, Cramer, Lamar and Bald. Dr. 
Clever and his people were leaders in the 
local Church extension which resulted in 
the establishment of 7 Reformed missions. 
In September, 1904, he became pastor of 
Christ Church, Hagerstown, remaining here 
27 years—until a serious accident made it 
necessary for him to resign. These years 
too were remarkable for the numerical and 
spiritual growth of the congregation. The 
men’s Bible class taught by him had an 
attendance as high as 160. There was an 
attachment for him which continued after 
his retirement. After his resignation in 
1930 he with his family removed to Ship- 
pensburg. _ His physical strength was re- 
markable and his zeal for the work he loy- 
ed remained with him to the end. When 
opportunities to preach were given he glad- 
ly accepted and much of the characteristic 
vigor of his former preaching remained. 
He regularly taught a Bible class and min- 
istered to the sick wherever he could. 

On June 6, 1899, he was united in mar- 
riage to Miss M. Elizabeth Everhart of 
Baltimore. A daughter, Miss Elizabeth I. 
Clever, was born to them. 


Ursinus College conferred upon him the 
degree of Doctor of Divinity in 1889. 
Among other honors were: President of 
Potomae Synod; president, and later presi- 
dent emeritus of the Board of Publication 
and then of its successor, the Board of 
Christian Education; regent of the Mer- 
cersburg Academy; member of the Eclectic 
—a small group of the leading ministers 
of Baltimore. 

His primary concern always was the care 
of his flock. He entered deeply and sym- 
pathetically into all their experiences. But 
he was also interested in the world-progress 
of the Kingdom. His very large library 
contained the works of the leaders of 
thought in his day and former days. He 
was well informed upon the movement of 
religious thought and activity, and fre- 
quently made valuable contributions to 
the “Reformed Church Messenger,’ the 
“Reformed Church Review” and other reli- 
gious periodicals. He also published cer- 
tain pamphlets. 

The funeral services and burial took 
place at Shippensburg on Friday, Feb. 22. 
At the home, the Rev. C. E. Blum, pastor 
of Grace Church, offered prayer. At the 
Church there was a great concourse of 
laity and clergy who had come from far 
and near, notwithstanding a heavy snow- 
storm, to testify by their presence to their 
esteem, love and gratitude. The service 
was brief and simple. There was no ser- 
mon. The Rey. Mr. Blum read the Resur- 
rection Theme, the Rev. F. W. Bald read 
appropriate scripture passages, the Rev. E. 
S. Lamar offered prayer and Dr. Boyd Ed- 
wards recited Dr. Harbaugh’s hymn, “Jesus, 
I Live to Thee.” 

The body was then borne to the ceme- 
tery, the pallbearers being men of Christ 
Church, Hagerstown. At the grave Revs. 
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Lamar and Bald, two of the six who en- 
tered the ministry while Dr. Clever was 
pastor in Baltimore, lovingly laid away the 


Our Well Beloved Dr. Clever 


remains of him who had been a spiritual 
father to them for many years. 

His earthly life ended like a day that 
has been to us a great benediction. We 
desire to prolong it. But the sun will not 
delay its setting. The last gleam of light 
fades. Darkness falls. The day is ended. 
We mourn. And yet there remains with 
us at least the memory of its graciousness, 
and we are thankful. We mourn his de- 
parture, yet the power of his life and the 
sweetness of his spirit have left with us 
a sustaining—a solemn joy.—F. W. Bald. 


JOHN H. NICODEMUS 


Mr. John H. Nicodemus, 1839-1935, a 
life-long member of St. John’s Church, 
Martinsburg, Pa., passed away Sunday 
morning, Feb. 17, 1935, at the age of 95 
years, 3 mos., 29 days. His was a familiar 
figure in his community and Church. He 
was beloved by all and affectionately called 
“Squire”, for he was Justice of the Peace 
and secretary of the borough council for 
almost 30 years. He had served his coun- 
try in the Army of the Potomae during the 
Civil War. While serving there he saw 
President Abraham Lincoln and described 
the President, as he appeared on one of 
the inspection trips, as a tall, serious, 
lanky man whose height was increased by 
the tall hat he wore and whose awkward- 
ness was accentuated by the short stir- 
rups of the: saddle horse he was riding. 
With flapping coat-tails and long elbows 
and high knees, Abraham Lincoln was not 
a very prepossessing figure to the Boys in 
Blue, who, however, served and loved him. 

Mr. Nicodemus was always progressive 
and keenly interested in the affairs of his 
community and nation. His views were 
always sought on current topics of the 
day. This was due to the long perspective 
he had on life. In his own life time he 
had passed through the great expansion 
and development of our nation, that grew 
from a country of 17 million to a country 
of 142 million inhabitants. No wonder he 
had a sense of poise and detachment that 
enabled him to make sane and wise judg- 
ments, free from the bitterness of parti- 
sanship. That this was duly recognized 
and appreciated was clearly demonstrated 
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by the presence of the many lawyers and 
leaders of Blair County at the funeral ser- 
vice. 

The sane, sensible and keen interest he 
displayed in secular activities he also dis- 
played in the performance of his religious 


He served his congregation as dea- 
elder and in 1932 was elected 


duties. 
and 


con 


John H. Nicodemus 


active elder for the rest of his life. St. 
John’s consistory always met in his home, 
and it was only the past six months that 
that privilege could not be granted. 
Young and old alike considered his pres- 
ence at Church services a benediction and 
blessing. He rejoiced in the Christian life 
of his fellow-members. Nothing encour- 
aged him so much as the participation of 
young people in the work of the Church. 
At a recent meeting of the Churchmen’s 
League in his home he said, “I am glad 
that St. John’s can look forward to its 
young people to take the place of us who 
have grown old.” 

He loved his Church. This was mani- 
fested when as a young man of 19 years, 
in 1858, he helped in his father’s brick- 
yard, making the brick for the present 
Church building. In recording this experi- 
ence for one of the Church anniversaries 
he wrote, “I believe that my fingerprints 
were impressed upon every blessed brick 
in its sacred walls, and perhaps not a few 
of them were stained from the blood 
drops that oozed from my worn finger 
ends.” 

Mr. Nicodemus supported his Church 
liberally and was an ardent advocate of 
the benevolent work of the denomination. 
As long as he was treasurer of the congre- 
gation he saw to it that the apportionment 
was paid in full. When told at the be- 
ginning of the year that this was not 
done for the past year, he said sadly, “I 
had hoped that I might live to see my 
Church again pay it in full.” This interest 
in the greater program of the Church was 
no doubt due to his constant reading of 
the “Messenger”. 

Funeral services were conducted by his 
pastor, Rev. Victor Steinberg, assisted by 
Rev. Julian Park of the local Presbyterian 
Church, with interment in the family plot 
in Fairview Cemetery, Martinsburg. Sur- 
viving are one daughter, Miss Ella Nico- 
demus, at home; two sons, Robert C. Nico- 
demus, of Philadelphia, and A. Jesse Nico- 
demus, of Altoona; and three grandchil- 
dren, Ruth, Ella and Hilda Nicodemus, of 
Philadelphia. —V. §. 


THE REV. R. FRANKLIN MAIN 

The Rev. R. Franklin Main passed away 
very suddenly on Friday, Feb. 8, at 10 A. 
M., in the basement of the Church. He 
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was engaged in making repairs to a door 
sill when he suddenly collapsed. Before a 
physician could be summoned, Bro. Main 
had died. Prior to this attack he was in 
his usual good health, greeting friends and 
giving no evidence of feeling badly. His 
passing was in harmony with his oft ex- 
pressed wish. 


He was born in the Middletown Valley 
near Middletown, Maryland, on April 17, 
1868, the son of George J. and Sarah 
Coblentz Main. He was aged 66 yrs., 9 
mos., and 21 days. He attended the public 
school in his community and entered 
Franklin and Marshall College in 1889, 
graduating from that institution in 1894. 
After graduating from college he entered 
the Eastern Theological Seminary, gradu- 
ating in 1897 and was ordained a minister 
of the gospel by Maryland Classis in 1899, 
and transferred his membership to Somer- 
set Classis. 


His first pastorate was at Holsapple, Pa., 
where he remained about two years. He 
then received a call to Worthville, Jeffer- 
son County, Pa. This charge had two 
Churches, one at Worthville, and another 
in the country called St. John’s. He re- 
mained there about six years. He then 
accepted a call to Larimer, Westmoreland 
Co., Pa. This charge had two Churches, 
St. John’s, Larimer, and Trafford City, 
where during the course of his pastorate 
he built a new Church. He remained ten 
years in this charge, then accepted a call 
in 1919 to Brunswick, Md. This call came 
at the suggestion of the late Dr. James M. 
Mullan, supt. of Home Missions. This was 
his last charge, and he served this mission 
for 16 years. Numerous honors were given 
him by the Church during his pastorates. 
He was president of Clarion Classis, also 
a delegate to General Synod from this 
Classis. He was also president of Mary- 
land Classis. At the time of his death he 
was president of the Brunswick Minis- 
terium. In 1930 he visited the Holy Land, 
and he counted this the greatest experi- 
ence of his useful life. 


The funeral service was held at the 
Church in Brunswick on Sunday, Feb. 10, 
at 2 P.M. The Rev. John 8. Adam, pastor 
at Middletown, Md., had charge and 
preached a short sermon. At Middletown, 
Brother Main attended Church and Sunday 
School as a boy. Rev. Mr. Adam was as- 
sisted by the Rev. Dr. Atvill Conner, of 
Jefferson, Md., who read the Scripture les- 
son; the Rev. A. S. Peeler, of Lovettsville, 
Va., who offered prayer; and the Rev. T. 
M. Dickey, pastor of the M. E. Church of 
Brunswick, who spoke for the local Min- 
isterium and presented very eloquently the 
strong character and great friendliness and 
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kindness of Brother Main. These were 
his outstanding characteristics. He was 
highly honored and loved by his fellow- 
ministers for his beautiful and unselfish 
character, and quiet ministries of helpful- 
ness. 


The minister spoke from the familiar 
text in Prov. 27:1, “Boast not thyself to- 
morrow, for thou knowest not what a day 
may bring forth.” Brother Main was first, © 
last and always the Christian gentleman. 
He could render a satisfactory account of 
his stewardship at the close of every day. 
During the discourse a number of very ap- 
propriate poems were read. One by an un- 
known author entitled, “I shall not pass 
again this way.” Another one, “Thy 
Neighbor,” author also unknown, and John 
Oxenham’s “Credo.” : 


The Rev. R. Franklin Main ae 


Interment took place at Middletown, 
where the body was buried by the side of 
his parents in the beautiful cemetery of 
the Reformed Church. The pastor was as- — 
sisted at the grave by the Revs. Harvey 
S. Shue, of Adamstown, Md., and George 3 
K. Ely, of Mt. Pleasant, Md. The members _ 
of the Consistory acted as pallbearers: 
Messrs. W. A. Beatty, Jr., Lloyd Reelke, 
John Souder, Alfred Dagenhart, Ridgley 
Flook, and Orion Virts. Ministers of Mary- _ 
land, Virginia and Baltimore-Washington 
Classes were in attendance and a number — 
of ministers of other denominations, 


The Rev. Mr. Main was not married. He 
is survived by two brothers, Chas. W. Main, 
of Baltimore, Md., and J. Calvin R. Main, — 
of Washington, D. C.; and two sisters, ] 
R. C. Althouse and Mrs. Annie 8. Apple 
both of Washington, D. C. Bro. Main 
well known and highly esteemed by a h 
of friends in Brunswick and elsewhe 
within and without the Church. We lan 

_the passing of this brother from our ra 
Our loss however is his gain. Sure 
one was better qualified to pass 
suddenly than this good bro 
friend. ! 


